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Horsham Blueprint
Newsletter November 2015

“To promote or improve the social, economic and environmental
well-being of the un-parished area of Horsham Town”

Welcome!
Firstly, a warm welcome to all those of you who are new to Horsham Blueprint.
We have been running a major campaign around Horsham Town in the last few
weeks. Thank you to those of you who have contacted us from businesses or by
filling in one of our postcards. Especial thanks to those of you who hosted one
of the post boxes for us.

If you want to know more about Neighbourhood Planning, there are a couple of
quick guides here:

http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/quick-guide-to-np/

http://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/the-power-of-neighbourhood-planning/

Ideas and more ideas
One of the most difficult things for us to do is to give you feedback. We are
doing this via Twitter, Facebook and email as appropriate. Our apologies if you
do not hear back from us, but no ideas go un-noticed and we are collating them
all as best we can. Some of the ideas are ones that we can use fairly quickly as
community projects. Some will take more effort and we will pass these on to
the organisations that may be best placed to deal with them. Others will form a
basis of the policies in the plan.

An idea from one of the children redesigning Queen Street back in January was
for a streetlight cum tree. Here’s one. I hope you like it!
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Solar Tree in St John’s Square
during Clerkenwell Design
Week. By Ross Lovegrove.

One idea has been for a bus shuttle
service from the trading estates to
the town centre, possibly on
Thursdays when the street food
market is held. This could be a
win-win for the town traders and for
those who work at the trading
estates. Turning the idea on its head,
perhaps we could take the street
food stalls to the trading estates on a
non-market day. Any takers?

Several people, including our MP, Jeremy Quin, have raised the question of a
chamber of commerce for Horsham. Although some businesses are connected
by network groups, Horsham Blueprint as a Business Neighbourhood Forum is
keen to help support the revival of a modern chamber. This would have benefits
for the Town economy. Those of you who have attended the very successful
Business Breakfasts at Tanbridge House School will be aware of the exciting
project to develop Horsham as a Digital Hub.  Sharing ideas and expertise,
liaising with our schools and colleges, and meeting corporate social
responsibility requirements, can all be achieved by talking and working with the
local community. In particular, we are looking for sponsorship and practical
support for a TeenTech Science event next summer. More information here
http://www.teentech.com/. 

Working Groups
By now, many of you will have seen the John Lewis Christmas advert. Putting
tissues aside, we know that loneliness is a big problem for many older people,
especially when they have no family within reach. Age UK Horsham District
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which provide lunch clubs and outings. I was pleased to attend the very
inspiring Age UK “Older People’s Day” in October, especially hearing about the
inventor, and look forward to Age UK Horsham working with us on our policies.

We are forming our working groups based on the key issues that are emerging
from our consultation so far. If, like Age UK, you would like to take part in any
of these, please contact me so I can pass your name on to the relevant group
chair. We are also looking for someone to lead on the last three working groups
so please contact me urgently if you are able to do this. The groups are:-

Ageing Population

Transport, Cycling and Accessibility      

Environment, Green Spaces & Flooding  

Development & Conservation                                   

Economy & Business                                                     

Health & Wellbeing    

Young People & Families                                     

Infrastructure & Services                                                                   

Stickyworld
We have just signed up to Stickyworld, an on-line application which will give us
a great new way to consult with everyone. If you have any photos of Horsham
Town which we can use, please send them to me. Watch our Twitter and
Facebook for more information about this as we get the pages created. This will
also integrate with the new web site which is currently being produced for us.

Inspiration
This month, the DCLG has announced funding for “pocket parks”.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-slice-of-the-big-apple-coming-to-a-neighbourhood-
near-you

In some cities, these have been around for a while. Sometimes they
temporarily take up spaces used by cars, as here in Australia
http://www.placefocus.com/Blog/park-ing-day-brisbane-2015.html

Others are more permanent and are a great way to provide community space:-

Let us know if you think of somewhere we could have one of these in Horsham!

Best wishes
Frances
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