
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 
 

Christmas Update December 2014 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

Designation 
We had hoped that we would be able to finish the year by celebrating our designation as a Forum. 
The consultation closed on 16th October and the Steering Group had hoped we would have a 
decision from HDC by now! Unfortunately they have raised more queries, some of which should 
have been considered and resolved many months ago. We have received support and advice from 
everyone who is anyone in the world of Neighbourhood Planning and we hope that this will be 
unblocked soon. 
 
The delays have meant that not only have we not been able to start the process of planning, but also 
it has affected our funding. Meanwhile, the Steering Group is working on surveys for residents and 
businesses which will come out in the New Year as soon as we get the go-ahead.  
 

Media 
We are also looking to upgrade our Website into something much livelier. We are looking for 

someone to design and possibly look after this for us. If this is of interest, please get in touch asap. 
 
The best way to keep up with what is happening in the world of community rights and 

neighbourhood planning is via Twitter. Do follow us if you can as there are often interesting 

articles about what other areas are doing to improve their area. A selection of some recent articles 
includes:- 
 
Examples of great ideas and progress in other areas: 
http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/The-Power-of-NP1.pdf 
 
The view from Transition Towns: 
http://www.transitionnetwork.org/blogs/rob-hopkins/2014-10/transition-guide-neighbourhood-
plans 
 
And if you feel inspired by this, Horsham Transition Town is here: 
http://www.transitionhorsham.org.uk/ 
 
A special story for Christmas of a community working together: 
http://locality.org.uk/blog/differently-dudley/ 
 
If you want to know more about local councils: 
http://www.nalc.gov.uk/publications 
(Power to the People is a guide to setting up a local council) 
The neighbourhood councils have elections in 2015 if anyone is interested in standing as a councillor. 
 
More ways to support pedestrians, including being a Snow Angel: 
http://www.livingstreets.org.uk/ 
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The World Cities Day had some fantastic ideas. This is a long post, and is easiest if you opt to view it 
in reverse order. Use Page Down or the scroll bar to find the video clips, or the map should give you 
a rough guide to the times. Nottingham is interesting (1.14pm), although my favourite video of those 
I’ve watched so far is Tallinn (8.38am). Those of you worried about crossing the A264 to the 
proposed Liberty development might sympathise with the residents of Johannesburg (9.05am) 
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/live/2014/oct/31/2014-guardian-world-cities-day-challenge-live 
 
Finally for those of you who are cyclists - or would like to be if there were better cycle paths - here is 
how they lead the way in Denmark. 
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/oct/16/copenhagen-cycling-innovation-lycra-louts-green-
wave-bike-bridges 
 
If any of these catch your imagination and make you think about what we could do here in Horsham, 
do let us know. 
 

Steering Group 
We have a couple of vacancies for steering group members. If you are interested in taking part, 
please get in touch. 
 

Park House 
Horsham Town Community Partnership met with HDC about Park House. There have been some 
good ideas put forward for possible uses and we hope that HDC can be persuaded to keep this for 
community use. If you want to be involved in this, please get in touch with Horsham Town 
Community Partnership. http://horshamtowncommunitypartnership.btck.co.uk/ 
 
I hope you have found this newsletter interesting. Do feel free to share it with anyone who may be 
interested and ask them to email us if they’d like to be on our mailing list. 
 
 

Happy Christmas to you all and best wishes for 2015! 
 

Frances Haigh 
Chair 
 

Horsham Blueprint 
Our Town, Our Vision, Our Plan! 
 
@BlueprintNF 
www.horshamblueprint.org 
Funded by the Community Development Foundation 
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