
 

 

 

HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL 

NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA DESIGNATION 

HORSHAM BLUEPRINT 

RE-DESIGNATION OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD BUSINESS FORUM 

 

1.0 Background 

 

1.1 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, Part 3 (9) specify what a 

Local Authority must do to publicise a ‘forum application’ and, following consideration 

and determination of the application, what it must do to publicise the outcome. 

Regulation Part 3 (9) requires a copy of the application, a statement that if a 

designation is made no other organisation or body may be designated for that 

neighbourhood area until that designation expires or is withdrawn. Details of how to 

make representations and the date by which those representations must be received 

(being not less than 6 weeks from the date the application is first publicised) must be 

put on the Local Authority website.  

2.0 Application  

2.1 An application for re-designation for the neighbourhood plan business forum was made 

by Horsham Blueprint on 2 June 2020 as shown in Appendix A. Horsham Blueprint 

made a previous application June 2015, that ran for the full five years and ended on 5 

June 2020.  

2.2 The application included a copy of the written constitution of the proposed 

neighbourhood forum, the name of the neighbourhood area to which the application 

related and a map which identifies the area.  

2.3 The application also included the contact details of a member of the proposed 

neighbourhood forum,  

2.4 The application was accompanied by a statement which explained how the proposed 

neighbourhood forum meets the conditions contained in section 61F (5) of the 1990 

Act.  

2.5 The Council considers the application meets the requirements of Regulation 8.  

3.0 Publicity and Consultation  

3.1 The application was advertised on the Council’s website and by the public notice in the 

West Sussex County Times Newspaper on the 25 June 2020  

3.2 The Council’s website explained the purpose and period of the consultation (17 June 

2020 to 29 July 2020), and how to make representations either on the website or in 

writing to the Council. There was access via the website to a copy of the application 

documents received from the applicant.  



3.3 Further discretionary publicity included a mail-shot to individuals and groups drawn 

from the Council’s planning policy consultation database who might be interested in 

the area application by virtue of their business, location or other interest in the area.  

3.4 In light of announcements regarding COVID - 19, Horsham District Council is to review 

its protocols regarding the consultation process for neighbourhood plans, a number of 

which were published for public consultation shortly before the Government imposed 

the nationwide lockdown. Since lockdown has been some-what lifted, and people can 

meet face to face (although socially distant), HDC has decided to not implement 

deposit locations as part of current consultations. This is due to not being able to 

regulate any documentation within the respective deposit locations in Neighbourhood 

Areas, and concerns over cross contamination of hard copies of documents.  

 Instead HDC (along with various communities) have implemented a telephone service, 

where members of the public can contact an officer to discuss any queries in regards 

to the Neighbourhood Plan consultation. Indeed, the accompanying information and 

documentation was available for the full 6 weeks on HDC’s website.  

3.5 The Council is satisfied that this publicity has allowed the area to be brought to the 

attention of people who live, work or carry on business in the area to which the 

application relates, and that it meets the requirements set out in Regulation 9.  

4.0 Representations 

4.1 The Council received 10 representations, 4 in support of the application, 5 no 

comments and 1 objection were received. A short summary of these representations 

can be found in Appendix C.  

5.0 Comment 

5.1 The Council is satisfied that the body Horsham Blueprint meets the express purpose 

of promoting and improving the social, economic and environmental well-being of the 

area, and is satisfied its membership is open to individuals who live, work and include 

an elected Member in the neighbourhood area.  

6.0 Delegated Decision  

6.1 The Chief Executive Officer hereby exercise their delegated authority to agree the 

application and re-designate Horsham Blueprint as a Neighbourhood Plan Business 

Forum.  

6.2 A copy of this statement will be placed on the Council’s website, sent to Horsham 

Blueprint and relevant District Councillors. A copy of the written constitution, the name 

of the neighbourhood area to which the designation relates and contact details for at 

least one member of the neighbourhood forum will be made available online. The 

publicity for the Council’s decision will thereby meet the requirement of Regulation 10 

of the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 2012 (General) (as amended).  

 Signed: 

  

Glen Chipp  
Chief Executive 
Date: 24 August 2020 



Appendix A – Forum application and map  

 



 

 

 



 

 



Appendix B – Public notice 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix C – Summary of representations 

 

 

Comment context Details 

The Council received 10 representations in total. From members of the public, statutory 
consultees and local groups.  

No comment Five of the representations received responded with no comment 
at this stage (statutory consultees) 

Requirement of 
facilities 

Representation were raised in regards to what kind of facilities the 
Horsham Blueprint could provide going forward e.g. places of 
worship, education facilities and employment space.  
 
They also commented on the role of the voluntary sector within the 
community, in terms of supporting quality-of-life, tackling social 
exclusion and inequalities including crime.  
 
They representation noted the link between plan making for 
sustainable communities and the link to diversity and equality. There 
should be a link to social infrastructure including places of worship 
in relation to the need for Gospel Halls.   

Public can have their 
say 

Comments covered the importance of the Neighbourhood Plan is 
essential to enable the public to have their say in the future of their 
area. And that the previous NDPs have been comprehensive and 
should be continued in the future.  
 
One objection on the ground the consultation was too technical 
and wasn’t a democratic process.  


