
Horsham Blueprint Steering Committee
Monday 12th March 2018 start time 7.30pm

Rehoboth Baptist Church, New Street, Horsham

Present:
 Andrew Cooke, Trudie Mitchell, Diane Sumpter, Graham Sitton, Ron Bates
 Ruth Fletcher – visiting member representing the Cycle Forum
 Chris Carey – advisor on Neighbourhood Plans (arrived 8.00pm)

1 Welcome / Introductions / Apologies for absence
Andrew welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2 Minutes/ Actions from the previous meeting

Minutes of the meeting (12th February 2018) were approved. Feedback from that meeting :-
a) Andrew Cooke explained that the reply received from Norman Kwan of HDC regarding the 

question of the Business Forum designation in relation to the Blueprint Neighbourhood 
Plan was unclear. AC has emailed Norman Kwan asking for clear unambiguous direction 
that will stand third party scrutiny.

3

4

5

a)Finance 
Diane Sumpter confirmed that there have been no changes to the finances since the last report 
other than the charges for the Rehoboth Hall hire have been paid up to the end of March 2018. DS 
will prepare the year end accounts after the 31st March 2018.
b)Funding Application
The application for further funding can be made after the 1st April 2018 but at present it remains 

unclear as to the funding Blueprint can apply for, or for what it can apply under the new 
funding arrangements.

Data Protection Legislation
The key features document on the current Data Protection Act 1998 previously issued to the 
committee members was discussed. Discussion took place which identified that Blueprint only 
holds on file email addresses that individuals have provided so they receive communications from 
Blueprint and that this information is not passed on to any third party. It is still hoped that HDC will 
provide some guidance on how to manage data protection but in the mean time it was agreed that 
the next Blueprint Newsletter will remind individuals of the option to unsubscribe from the mailing 
list. At a future Committee meeting it is proposed to discuss the formulation of a policy on how to 
deal with a data breach. 

Chris Carey joined the meeting.CC explained that he is a Chartered Surveyor with many years of 
experience in town planning. He is currently advising Southwater Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee. CC explained that he is willing to review the Blueprint List of Proposed Policies 
and the Blueprint Policy Evaluation Template Sheets and give feed back to the Committee.

CC put forward his view that the Neighbourhood Plan rules and guidance has changed over time 
and this has caused difficulties in what was originally viewed as a light touch process but in 
reality is a mini-local plan. It is for Blueprint to press for the necessary funds that are 
needed to prepare the Plan from sources such as Locality and HDC and others as his 
experience shows that £50k is needed to prepare the Plan.

CC talked of other Advisor sources – Enplan Consultants Ltd of Tunbridge Wells in particular 
Andrew Metcalfe; Derek Stebbing a Neighbourhood Planning Advisor employed by HDC; 
RGP Transport Planning Consultants of Chichester & Godalming; Dowsett Mayhew Town 
Planning Consultants of Brighton.

CC made comment that there have been a number of well written Neighbourhood Plans completed 
over the last few years which will give guidance to Blueprint. It is vital that the proposed 
Plan is based on the evidence gained from the public surveys. The Henfield Plan and the 
Amegring Plan were thought to be well done examples.

Communication with Chris Carey is to be channelled through Andrew Cooke.



6 Progress against Project Plan
The progress has slipped against the current forecast which indicated the earliest completion time 
for producing the Neighbourhood Plan as the end of 2018.  A review of the programme will be 
carried out in the coming months once the funding is in place.

7 Selection and Appointment of a Consultant
The proposed Consultants Brief ‘’Call for Expressions of Interest’’ previously issued to Committee 
Members by Andrew Cooke was briefly discussed. The overall view is that the first contact with 
Consultants should be a one page enquiry. On receipt of Consultant interest the full four page 
document will be issued if requested for the Consultant to prepare a quotation.                                 
The Consultants to be considered will be discussed with Chris Carey and may include:-

A) Navigus (http://navigusplanning.co.uk/) used by Cranleigh for their Neighbourhood Plan, 
contact Chris Bowden.

B) Egniol environmental ltd ( https://www.egniol.com/ )who bid for Cranleigh contact Frank 
Hayes.

C) Feria Urbanism who are from Bournemouth. (see http://feria-urbanism.eu/neighbourhood-
planning/4591377535 for their involvement at East Hoathly )

D) Enplan Consultants Ltd ( http://enplan.net/index.html) of Tunbridge Wells – Andrew 
Metcalfe.

E) RGP Transport Planning Consultants of Chichester (http://www.rgp.co.uk/ )
F) Dowsett Mayhew Town Planning Consultants of Brighton. 

https://dowsettmayhew.com/projects/neighbourhood-planning/ 

8 Making a Plan for Horsham
a)Blueprint Proposed Projects
There was insufficient time to review the DRAFT Project List. 

b)Draft Proposed Policies     
There was insufficient time to review the DRAFT Policies List.  

c) Draft Proposed Policy Evaluations         
There was insufficient time to review the DRAFT Policy Evaluation Template sheets.                         

9

10

Any Other Business
It was not possible to complete the agenda as time ran out, the meeting finished at 9.10pm. 
Next Meeting 
Dates for the next Steering Committee meetings at Rehoboth starting at 7.30pm :- 
Monday 23rd April 2018.
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