
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Notes of Steering Group Meeting
on Saturday 14th September 2019

Attendees : Alison Eardley of Alison Eardley Consulting, Andrew Cooke, Trudie Mitchell, Diane
Sumpter, Martin Boffey, Ron Bates; part time Ruth Fletcher, Sue Brundish.

The discussion started at 10.00am with the attendees in Rehoboth, New Street, Horsham.

1. The discussion started with the notes of the meeting held on the 12th August 2019 being
approved by all those present at the meeting.

2. Diane Sumpter confirmed that she had emailed both Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman to
find out if an introduction to any business clubs in Horsham could be made, no introduction
has been proposed to date.

3. Alison Eardley updated the meeting with the progress that had been achieved in the
preparation of the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan. Alison explained the Sustainability of the
Neighbourhood Plan needs work – the shaping of policies so that they demonstrate that these
have no adverse environmental impact needs to be completed.

4. Alison requested figures on the total population of the unparished part of Horsham compared
to the whole population of Horsham. Other information needed is an age profile of the
population for the unparished area and whole of Horsham; also needed is the work types for
these areas. Trudie agreed to look for this information and pass it to Alison.

5. Alison talked of the Neighbourhood Plan vision and objectives and that these still further
development. Alison stated she will set out the policies from the information provided and
thought that some of the previously proposed policies could be combined together. An example
are the policies for redevelopment together with character and design, which would include the
Horsham Society document Good by Design to give the plan more 'weight'. Trudie said it would
be good for the plan to include housing type, housing size and housing mix with the housing
design and character. The provision of bungalows on housing developments was discussed and
should be given high consideration where sites permit.

6. Alison asked about the Horsham Society proposed Local List document. Ron informed the
meeting that this document is nearing completion and discussion is taking place with Barbara
Childs of Horsham District Council requesting HDC to provide help with mapping and involve
themselves to adopt this document as the HDC Local List. The Horsham Society await
confirmation of a time for a meeting with HDC. In the mean time Ron will pass to Alison the
email contact details of Philip Ayerst of the Horsham Society to discuss how this proposed Local
List document could be incorporated into the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan.

7. The need for help with mapping for the Neighbourhood Plan was discussed. The conclusion
was that Horsham District Council is the best source of this necessity. Trudie and Diane agreed
to bring this up again at their next meeting with their contacts in Horsham District Council
which is within the next few days.

8. Alison raised the question of businesses within the unparished part of Horsham and that in
the previous Blueprint Interim Report update prepared by Frances Haigh much was made of
this, but there is little in the resultant polices to cover businesses. It was explained that it had
been almost impossible to engage with local businesses. This lack of involvement is probably
not helped with most businesses in the town being branches of larger organisations with local
managers with little or no authority to give comment without head office approval. Alison still
felt Blueprint should try and engage with the business community. Further discussion needed
as how to propose a policy for business.

9. Alison discussed the Policy for Green Spaces and said that the Horsham Society Green Space
document of 2013 was very comprehensive and although would need updating it could be
incorporated with the Neighbourhood Plan. Discussion took place about green corridors and
green verges needing protection from being lost to the community but these can only be



included as key environmental features. Diane agreed to check that all green spaces are
identified on the Blueprint spreadsheet list, such as Bolding Brook green space adjacent to
Tanbridge School. Alison confirmed she would update the list with any additional green spaces
proposed. Trudie said that she would make contact with the Friends of Horsham Park for their
comment on the green space spreadsheet list. Alison made comment that the green spaces
included in the list Blueprint needs to make contact and inform the landowners of thegreen
spaces included in the list.

10.Discussion took place regarding the WSCC cycle routes across the Town and the wider
district. It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan should cover the principals of cycle routes
across the Town as it will take some time for the details of this initative to become known and
Blueprint is limited by time and funding constraints.

11. Alison stated that she expects to issue the first draft of the plan by the end of September
2019 to the Steering Group for comment. Alison will also identify where information is required
to complete the work on the Plan for members to discuss how such information can be
provided. Alison at the time of issuing the draft plan will submit an invoice for payment. It was
thought that the next application for funding by Blueprint to Groundwork would be made during
the six week consultation period.

12. Actions from the meeting -

Alison to issue draft Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan 'first cut' by the end of September 2019.
Trudie and Diane and Martin will check green space list,
Alison will issue a map to assist in reviewing the green spaces by Thursday 19-09-2019.
Ron will arrange for Philip Ayerst to make contact with Alison regarding the Horsham Society
Local List.
Alison to contact Andy Moulard of WSCC Transport Section to discuss cycling initative.
Alison to contact Clive Burley / James Purkidd of HDC to discuss cycling initative.
Trudie will check availability of information on population profiling.
Alison to provide Trudie, Diane & Martin a list of questions to be raised with Barbara Childs of
HDC.

NOTE: Next meeting date will be arranged after Alison issues the draft Neighbourhood Plan,


