
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Notes of Steering Group Meeting held on Thursday 4th February 2021.

Attendees : Andrew Cooke, Trudie Mitchell, Diane Sumpter, Graham Sitton, Martin Boffey,
Francis Haigh, Sue Brundish, Ron Bates,

The discussion started at 7.30pm with the participants communicating via Zoom.

1.0 Andrew Cooke opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and gave an update following
the last Zoom meeting held on the 27th October 2020.

1.1 The draft Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan has completed Regulation 16 consultation.

1.2 HDC appointed Derek Stebbing as the independent Examiner from the list agreed with
Blueprint. At the completion of the Regulation 16 consultation all the comments received by
HDC were passed to the Examiner and Blueprint. The Examiner raised three questions from his
review of the draft Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan, two questions were directed to HDC and one
question was directed to Blueprint. The responses to the questions were distributed to all
involved including the Examiner.

1.3 The Examiner has just communicated that the draft report on the plan will be issued on
Friday 5th February 2021 to both HDC and Blueprint. Once received the draft report will be
distributed to all members of the Blueprint Steering Group and a meeting will be arranged the
following week to discuss the way forward.

2.0 Andrew Cooke set out the purpose of this meeting which is for the Steering Group to catch
up since the last meeting and to discuss the next steps for Blueprint once the Examiners draft
report is received.

3.0 The notes for the meeting held on the 27th October 2020 were discussed and were
approved as a true record.

4.0 The matters arising from the meeting held on the 27th October 2020.

4.1 The Neighbourhood Council members of the Blueprint Steering Group still need to have a
joint Neighbourhood Council meeting to discuss how Blueprint Forum could continue to be an
active body and be used to the benefit of Horsham residents and businesses when spending
CIL money or developer money.

4.2 The Neighbourhood Councils still need to meet with HDC to clarify how CIL money will be
distributed between HDC infrastructure projects and Neighbourhood Council projects and where
these projects may overlap.4.3 Alison Eardley issued the Bramber Council Neighbourhood Plan 
Infrastructure Schedule of proposed projects for their area as an example of the type of works 
Blueprint may like to include in the discussions with HDC.

5.0 Discussion took place as to the possible timing of the Referendum on the Blueprint
Neighbourhood Plan which will be decided upon and managed by HDC. It was generally
thought that the referendum could still take place in May 2021 at the same time as the planned
local council elections if the draft report from the Examiner does not raise too many concerns.

5.1 There was concern that the Government may postpone the planned election date because



of Covid and that HDC may not wish to expend money on a stand alone referendum for
Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan.

6.0 Discussion took place as to what the Neighbourhood Councils should include in the
Schedule of Projects within the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan area. It was agreed to collate a
list of proposed projects from the lists within the plan of Policy Actions and Non Policy Actions
and those identified in the Bramber Council list. This will be included in the agenda for the next
Steering Group meeting.

6.1 It was agreed that following the next meeting the Neighbourhood Council members of the
Blueprint Steering Group will arrange a meeting with HDC to discuss what projects should be
covered under infrastructure works and neighbourhood council works.

7.0 The next meeting will be arranged once the draft report from the Examiner has been
received and distributed so that any comments or questions raised can be discussed by the
Steering Group.

8.0 The meeting finished at 8.30pm.


