
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Notes of Steering Group Meeting held on Tuesday 9th February 2021.

Attendees : 
Andrew Cooke, Trudie Mitchell, Diane Sumpter, Graham Sitton, Martin Boffey,
Francis Haigh, Sue Brundish, Ruth Fletcher, Ron Bates,

The discussion started at 7.30pm with the participants communicating via Zoom.
Andrew Cooke opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and set out the meeting agenda to
be followed, all as previously issued to everyone.

1.0 The notes for the meeting held on the 4th February 2021 were discussed and were
approved as a true record.

2.0 The Examiner’s Report on Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2036
issue date 5 February 2021 and previously to everyone at the meeting was discussed.
Discussion took place and it was agreed by everyone that no errors as to fact had been
identified and the Examiner’s proposed amendments were all accepted. It was agreed that
Andrew Cooke will make contact with Alison Eardley this week to enquire her thoughts on the
Examiner’s Report and proposed amendments. The Steering Group members would like Alison
Eardley’s opinion and guidance before a reply is sent to the Examiner, which needs to be
received by IPe Ltd, by the 19th February 2021.

3.0 Discussion took place as to who will arrange for the agreed amendments to the Blueprint
Neighbourhood Plan document. It was agreed that Andrew Cooke will contact Alison Eardley
about making the amendments to the plan and for Alison Eardley to submit an invoice for the
work involved.

4.0 Andrew Cooke confirmed that he had extended the agreement for the Blueprint website for
another year for the fee of c£70. This website agreement ends March 2022. The invoice will be
passed to Diane Sumpter who will raise a cheque for payment.

5.0 Andrew Cooke explained that a place to store the Blueprint owned resources, gazebo,
display boards etc. is urgently required. Sue Brundish confirmed that the Horsham in Bloom
storage space at Lok’n’Store in Redkiln Way has space and can be used. Andrew Cooke will
arrange for the Blueprint resources to be moved to this facility and mark everything with the
name Blueprint and the contact details for Sue Brundish.

6.0 Any Other Business

6.1 Martin Boffey had previously circulated to everyone, by email, a list of topics for 
discussion.

6.1.1 Pursuing non-policy actions for which projects will need CIL money. A draft list of 
possible projects was issued with the notes of the last meeting for the Steering Group 
members toconsider. It was agreed that everyone would review the draft list and amend as 
necessary so that the Neighbourhood Councils are in a position to talk to HDC about S106 
& CIL money when the opportunity arises. Frances Haigh confirmed chasing HDC for 
clarity on the amount of S106 & CIL money available for projects and agreed to distribute 



these communications for information. Generally the Blueprint projects that attract S106 & 
CIL money will be managed by other Groups in the town.

6.1.2 Comment on Planning Applications will continue to be led by each of the 
Neighbourhood Councils for their area and Horsham Society for Horsham town overall.

6.1.3 Monitoring the application of the Neighbourhood Plan policies will generally be done 
by the Neighbourhood Councils although discussion took place as to how the Blueprint
Neighbourhood Forum could remain in existence to carry out this task. In addition if 
Blueprint continued in some form it could review the Neighbourhood Plan and produce 
updates to the Neighbourhood Plan when necessary to keep up to date with changes in 
government and local legislation.

6.1.4 Maintaining a dialogue with HDC on the emerging Local Plan was discussed and for 
now this will be for the Neighbourhood Councils to take the lead.

6.2 Frances Haigh made the point that once the date is identified for the referendum of both
Blueprint elements there needs to be a publicity campaign to inform and to influence the
residents to come out and vote ‘yes’. There are good things to highlight to the residents such 
as the 23 local green spaces that need protection and maintenance. Frances Haigh agreed to
investigate if CIL money could be used for advertising the Blueprint referendums. Ron 
Bates agreed to reserve space in the Horsham Society Newsletter and the Horsham Society 
space in the County Times prior to the referendum date.

6.3 Diane Sumpter agreed to contact Norman Kwan of HDC about what publicity is 
permitted by Blueprint before the referendum and what publicity HDC put out to the public 
other than the notice inserted in the County Times and the HDC website. Andrew Cooke 
agreed to contact Alison Eardley and ask about what publicity is permitted by Blueprint 
before the referendum and possible sources of publicity finance.

7.0 The next meeting will be arranged once the final report from the Examiner has been
received and distributed so that any necessary actions can be discussed and implemented by
the Steering Group.

8.0 The meeting finished at 8.45pm.


