
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

Development and Conservation Working Group – Minutes of Meeting No.1                                                            

Held on Wednesday 20th January 2016 at the Millennium Hall, Roffey. Start time 2.00pm 

Attendees:- Frances Haigh, Trudie Mitchell, John Steele, Peter Lusher, Godfrey Newman, Ron Bates. 

Apologies:- None 

This Working  Group will look at a plan for future housing and retail for the unparished area of 

Horsham of Denne, Trafalgar and Forest; not looking at commercial and industrial development.  

1.0) Conservation Areas 

1.1)The Group reviewed the work carried out by the Horsham Society in 2009 which published  a 

document called Proposals for a Local List of Buildings and Additional Conservation Areas. John 

Steele stated that this document needed to be reappraised as some changes to the buildings will 

likely have occurred since it was published. John agreed to do this review.  

1.2) HDC have 3 Conservation Areas in Horsham, these are the Causeway, London Road in part and 

Wimblehurst Road / Richmond Road. These areas were designated some years ago by HDC and 

there is no evidence of a review which if the guide lines from Natural England are followed should 

take place every 5 years. Therefore a reapppraisal of buildings and streets of buildings in Horsham of 

architectural merit is overdue. 

1.3) As HDC have limited resources it is likely nothing will be done to designate areas of the town as 

conservation areas. It was proposed that Blueprint should progress the work already produced in the 

Horsham Society brochure and possibly make this a community project. 

1.4) Discussion took place on the possible reaction that occupants of buildings in proposed 

conservation areas may have as some may not like the restrictions that will likely be placed on future 

development. There is also the possibility of increase in property value due to being in a highly 

regarded area of the town with the street scene being maintained. 

1.5) It was discussed that HDC would have to carry the legal requirements to advertise the proposed 

additions to the existing Conservation Areas. It was agreed that Blueprint should approach HDC to 

open up dialogue with the intention of gaining HDC's involvement. The HDC Conservation Officer is 

Katherine Sayner who is new to HDC. 

1.6) John Steele stated that the licence for the maps in the Horsham Society proposed conservation 

areas document has run out. It was discussed that Blueprint should approach HDC for permission to 

use the HDC licence to obtain Ordinance Survey plans for use when publicising the proposed 

conservation areas. It was made known that a line manager within HDC is required to sign off the 

printing of maps for use by others than HDC. Godfrey Newman has offered to follow this up with 

HDC to try and obtain the necessary permission for Blueprint to use the HDC licence for reproducing 

maps. 

1.7) It was discussed that consultation with townsfolk could be carried out through the Blueprint 

website. It was made known that the Horsham Society has a twitter account of over a 1000 people 

which has proved a good tool for communicating. It was also discussed that it would be good to 

involve the County Times to try and get them to advertise Blueprint probably through and series of 

articles identifying the additional areas of the town proposed to be designated as Conservation 

Areas.  



1.8) A method of involving the townsfolk was discussed where if say 5no. additional Conservation 

Areas were identified then these could be identified in an article in the County Times. A detailed 

presentation of a map and explanation for 1no. proposed area for conservation being published 

each week over five weeks. The involvement and support of the three Neighbourhood Councils will 

also be sought for these proposed additional Conservation Areas. 

1.9) John Steele will check if the pictures of properties in the Horsham Society brochure are up to 

date. 

 

2.00 Development 

2.01) Discussion took place regarding the requirement of Blueprint to advertise asking that 

townsfolk identify development sites for housing and retail use. These plots may be the size for a 

single or multiple dwellings or for retail use. The wording of any advertisement is to follow standard 

working and discussion took place that this should be done in February 2016. It was decided that the 

wording that Southwater used will be investigated.                              Post Meeting Note:- It may be of 

good sense that the advertisement includes for possible commercial and industrial sites although 

this will be followed up by another Blueprint Working Group.  

2.02) The HDC information of sites available for development  in the unparished areas of Denne, 

Trafalgar and Forest are to checked and recorded for inclusion in this Working Group review. 

2.03) Sites put forward for development need to be assessed following the SHEELA requirements. 

This needs to be a professional assessment which will need to be paid for from monies yet to be 

obtained by Blueprint. 

2.04) Discussion took place as to the styles of buildings on new developments in the town. Generally 

it was considered that this is covered by the general requirement that good quality design is what is 

wanted for all building in Horsham and not a restriction on design.  

2.05) It was accepted that higher density domestic housing is required as set out by the government 

but this does not mean it should be of lesser quality design. It was discussed that Blueprint should 

review what HDC has recorded as their characteristic assessment of good design. The 

Neighbourhood Councils may be able to help with this research. 

2.06) Discussion took place on the future plans for the Horsham Park side of Hurst Road between the 

Fire Station and the Post Office sorting office. This will be an important area for possible futrue 

development. 

2.07) Discussion took place on the new HDC Town Vision where HDC are employing consultants to 

carry out a review of the town to formulation actions to be taken. It is thought Blueprint should be 

included in this otherwise it will be a duplication of effort. The reality being HDC have within reason 

unlimited funds where as Blueprint has none. Frances Haigh together with the Neighbourhood 

Councils will make further representations to HDC for Blueprint to be included in the exercise and go 

forward together. 

2.08) Discussion took place on the future of Piries Place which has become a marginal retail area 

since Waitrose relocated to Albion Way and changed the shape of the retail area of Horsham. In 

addition Queen Street and Bishopric retail areas may also become marginal retail areas and 

therefore may have a change of use. 



2.09) It was discussed that the next meeting should look at the maps of the unparished areas of 

Denne, Trafalgar and Forest and make up possible locations for future housing and retail 

development. 

 

3.00) Any Other Business 

3.01) A general point was made that all Blueprint actions need to be recorded and diarized so that 

there is good evidence of all the efforts of consultation and actions taken in an attempt to involve 

everyone in the process of producing the Neighbourhood Plan. 

3.02) The meeting finished at 4.00pm. 

 

4.00) Date of Next Meeting 

4.01) It was agreed that the next meeting should be held within about 2 weeks so that a good pace 

of momentum is maintained. It was thought that a start of 2.30pm with a meeting duration of 2 

hours at the Millennium Hall. Ron Bates will put forward a selection of dates with the knowledge 

that not all of the Group will be available due to holidays.  

 


