
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

Development and Conservation Working Group – Minutes of Meeting No.3                                                            
Held on Friday 19th February 2016 at the Millennium Hall, Roffey. Start time 10.00 am. 

Attendees :- Frances Haigh, Trudie Mitchell, Peter Lusher, Ron Bates. 

Apologies :- John Steele, Godfrey Newman 

This Working Group will welcome additional members who wish to influence what is included in the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

1.0) Conservation Areas – The Building Heritage of Horsham 

1.1) John Steele has issued a pdf copy of the Horsham Society 2009 document called Proposals for a 
Local List of Buildings and Additional Conservation Areas to all Working Group members.  The pictures of 
properties in this document still need to be reviewed. 

1.2) The 3 existing Conservation Areas in Horsham, the Causeway, London Road in part and Wimblehurst 
Road / Richmond Road will be included in the Neighbourhood Plan with the proviso of a future review at 
the same time the Neighbourhood Plan is reviewed. 

1.3) Blueprint is still to arrange printing of the A3 size maps showing the Conservation Areas shown in 
the Horsham Society document for the Blueprint display planned for 8th to 10th  April 2016 in Swan walk, 
Horsham. 

1.4) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman have yet to approach HDC to open up dialogue with the 
intention of gaining HDC's involvement in the designation of additional Conservation Areas in the town.  

1.5) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman have approached HDC for permission to use the HDC licence to 
obtain Ordinance Survey maps for use by Blueprint  

1.6) Consultation with townsfolk could be carried out through the Blueprint website which has been 
recently updated. The County Times have agreed to give Blueprint space in the run up to ‘Imagine 
Horsham’ with the first article due 3rd March 2016.   

1.7) The involvement and support of the three Neighbourhood Councils and the townsfolk will also be 
sought for additional Conservation Areas and for those proposed by Blueprint. This will be achieved 
through displays in the town and articles in the County Times 

 

2.00 Development 

2.01) Frances Haigh has yet to receive the information from Southwater before preparing and agreeing 
the wording, with Maggie Williams of HDC, for an advertisement requesting townsfolk identify 
development sites for housing and retail use. These plots may be the size for a single or multiple 
dwellings or for retail use.  

2.02) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman will contact HDC for a hard copy of the information they hold 
on sites available for development in the unparished areas of Denne, Trafalgar and Forest. The 
information gained will be included in the Working Group review. 



2.03) Frances Haigh has made contact with AECOM for professional assessment services on sites put 
forward for development. AECOM have agreed to put forward a request for funding this service for 
Blueprint and the answer is awaited. It is hoped to hear the outcome by the end of February 2016. 

2.04) It is intended that a general requirements as to design styles of buildings on new developments in 
the town will be included in the Neighbourhood Plan.  It is not intended that this will restrict designs.  

2.05) Blueprint will review what HDC has recorded as their characteristic assessment of good design. The 
Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) guide lines will also be reviewed. 

2.06) Frances Haigh has contacted WKK a local architects practice with a view to them preparing some 
sketch schemes for the future development of the park side of Hurst Road between the Fire Station and 
the Post Office sorting office. This is a very important area for possible future development and is to be 
included in the Neighbourhood Plan. We await a reply from WKK who are considering what involvement 
they could offer.  

2.07) Trudie Mitchell will investigate which consultants have been employed by HDC to carry out a 
review of the town to formulate actions to be taken for the new Town Vision. Frances Haigh and 
Godfrey Newman have pressed HDC for Blueprint to be included in this process. There seems to be 
broad recognition that Blueprint should be involved. Agreement for this involvement is being sought.  

2.08) Blueprint will review the Town Centre Investment Zone Report on the fragmented ownership of 
buildings in the main retail areas of the centre of Horsham. This fragmentation means that it is almost 
impossible to produce a meaningful plan / vision for development in the town centre. This is seen as a 
difficulty for both East & West Streets and Piries Place. Other areas of the Town to be reviewed in the 
plan were identified as Queen Street / Brighton Road beyond the railway bridge and the Forum / 
Blackhorse Way. 

2.9) Peter Lusher again raised the need for accessibility into the Town and how do people get around 
the Town needs to be part of the Neighbourhood Plan. This needs to include bus routes, position of bus 
stops and bus shelters especially with an ageing population; one example being no bus stop by the new 
John Lewis. It is also a question – do the existing bus routes serve the townsfolk well enough. With so 
much additional housing being built around Horsham car parking capacity was also put forward as cause 
for concern; an example is the limited car parking at Horsham Hospital. It is thought traffic congestion 
will only become a bigger frustrating problem, adversely affecting access and businesses in the Town. 
Godfrey Newman said he would look into obtaining bus route maps.                          

This topic is likely to be part of the Cycle and Accessibility Blueprint Working Group. 

2.10) Peter Lusher identified the need for new housing developments to have character and interesting 
landscaping, including the maintaining of existing trees and the planting of new trees as these always 
add to the wellbeing of the whole street scene. It seems that new developments are all about high 
density and roads and parking. The example given is the new housing being built on the old Novartis car 
park in Parsonage Road which is built up to the back of the pavement – it should and could be better 
quality than this. It was noted that TBO’s for existing trees do not necessarily give protection against 
removal when a new planning permission is granted. It is accepted some trees are in the way of progress 
and sight lines obscuring vision and light and need to be replaced with new planting. 

This topic is likely to be part of the Open Space Blueprint Working Group. 

 



 

3.00) Any Other Business 

3.01) Frances Haigh and David Searle have started preparing for the Blueprint display to be called 
‘Imagine Horsham’ that will be held in a vacant shop unit in Swan Walk in April, Friday 8th, Saturday 9th 
and Sunday 10th. In addition the swan mosaic area will be used by Blueprint on the Saturday. Frances 
Haigh has spoken to the County Times about some publicity prior to this event. 

3.02) Attached to these minutes is the updated list of possible policies to be included in the Blueprint 
Neighbourhood Plan. This list will be updated after each meeting. 

3.03) Discussion took place regarding the information gained from the townsfolk on the ‘Wishes for 
Horsham’ cards received at the end of last year. Ron Bates will review the information relevant to this 
Working Group and put forward possible policies to cover these wishes. 

3.04) Peter Lusher raised a number of question, in that the heights of new developments should also be 
limited, buildings should be set back away from the back of pavement, balconies need careful 
consideration so these do not become unsightly storage space that spoil the street scene of an area and 
the town. Ron Bates will review other Neighbourhood Plans to see how these have dealt with the similar 
issues of this Working Group.  

3.05) Frances Haigh had been informed by Clive Burley that HDC is organising an invitation stakeholder 
event on Friday 13th May 2016 in conjunction with Horsham Blueprint. The consultants will make a 
presentation of their work so far and give us the opportunity to explore ideas in detail for the strategic 
sites. HDC are also intending to hold a public engagement event the following day, Saturday 14th May 
2016 from 10am-4pm in the Swan Walk Centre or a similar high profile location. 

3.06) The meeting finished at 11.40am. 

 

4.00) Date of Next Meeting 

4.01) Friday 4th March 2016 start time 10.00 am at the Millennium Hall, Roffey, finish time 12.00 noon. 
Jeremy Knight 0f Horsham Museum will be attending this meeting to help the progress of this Working 
Group. 

4.02) The date of the subsequent meeting has been set for Friday 18th March 2016 start time 10.00 am 
at the Millennium Hall, finish time 12.00 noon. 

 

 


