
Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

Development and Conservation Working Group – Minutes of Meeting No.4                                                            
Held on Friday 4h March 2016 at the Millennium Hall, Roffey. Start time 10.00 am. 

Attendees :- Frances Haigh, Trudie Mitchell, Peter Lusher, John Steele, Jeremy Knight, Ron Bates. 

Apologies :- Godfrey Newman 

This Working Group will welcome additional members who wish to influence what is included in the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

Jeremy Knight accepted the Working Groups invitation to contribute his expert knowledge of the history 
of Horsham and the surrounding countryside to help provide the context for the Neighbourhood Plan.  
The following is a synopsis of the Groups wide ranging discussion. 

1.0)  Currently in Horsham there is an ageing population but with all the new housing and apartments 
being built in Horsham attracting younger families there will in say five years time there will be a 
rebalance. Therefore the Neighbourhood Plan should take account of this future population. There 
is a need for an evolving town to cater for all age groups – what are the demographic needs.  

2.0) People like Horsham compared to south coast towns because it is flat which makes everywhere 
accessible to walk and get about the town, a particular advantage for older people and disabled 
groups. The flatness of the town is also makes it good for cycling which should be encouraged with 
more cycle ways and more lock up facilities.  

3.0)  Some issues are current such as bus stop locations and difficulty parking at Horsham Hospital and in 
a few years time these will not be issues so it is important to think of a Neighbourhood Plan for 
Horsham that looks forward to fifteen years in the future. A long term strategy is needed. It may 
help understanding to put proposals into wish list time bands, 1 year, 5 years, 15 years, 30 years, 50 
years.  

4.0)  A technique to having visions for the future of Horsham – such as the scenic views of the town and 
from the town – is to put a money value to these as Government & County Councils have ‘aspects of 
value’. Eg. What are landscapes worth. By ascribing monetary value to scenic views and culture and 
heritage this enables economic modelling to take place to create a value, so where there are 
competing demands this can help determine the importance.  

5.0) There will be building in Horsham – question what types? how many? The housing developments 
need to be of high quality and interesting for the future wellbeing of people. People need to value 
where they live. The names of new roads and streets should relate to Horsham people and 
Horsham’s history. 

6.0) People like Horsham being called a market town, a town created for shopping – is this the future. 
Should the future of Horsham be a market town of ideas – a meeting place – an innovation zone 
where people meet, relax and innovate in; so Horsham is a space for human interaction – a forum 
and democratic safe space not just a retail zone but a  cutting edge digital town?   

7.0) There has been an increase in people working from home which may one day attract business ’rates’ 
therefore there is a likelihood of these people needing local work space. The dynamics of home 
workers will then change, so don’t lose all the central office space in the centre of town to a change 
of use but upgrade them for the digital age. This will affect the town centre being a ‘hub’ and reduce 
retail trade in the town. 



8.0)  London has urban parks – can Horsham have similar green spaces / corridors with small villages 
built around the town. The outer zones of these villages and Horsham get access to green space 
which could be managed as a large green urban park. Thus Horsham would maintain green ‘lung’ 
spaces of say 2 miles distance.  

9.0) To maintain green spaces it pressures developments to build high. The plan should consider having a 
maximum height of building. Apartment developments need to be very well designed and then very 
well managed so these are maintained as places where people are proud to live. Gone are the 
developments of houses with large gardens so common use green spaces and parks and allotments 
are what is needed. 

10.0)  The Horsham Neighbourhood Plan should take what is good from other developments and 
reject what is seen to be of poor quality for people to live in. Keeping old buildings could be thought 
of as a fashion statement, what needs to be considered is what is needed for the future wellbeing of 
the town. What buildings make Horsham a good town to live in and visit.  

11.0) Look at the aesthetics of the buildings in the town and protect and maintain what is good. The 
entry roads to the town set the visitors and the resident’s first and maintained impression of the 
town. This needs to be a good impression for the continued wellbeing of the town. Artists could be 
employed to be creative to improve the entrances to the town, have artwork on the backs of street 
signs to lift the environment of the town. 

12.0) Horsham town has a wider influence of say 15 miles southwards into the ancient heart of 
Sussex, the anchient forests and trackways, this is all part of Horsham. The 3 main aspects of 
Horsham could be considered to be Heritage – Culture – Landscape, all need to cherished and 
looked after.         

13.0) The Neighbourhood Plan should focus on what makes Horsham different, what are its unique 
selling points. Eg. Causeway, Historic buildings, Stone roofs, Human size market town. These 
qualities can be lost if not cherished. Use local materials such as bricks and tiles and stone to build 
and more fit in with the heritage of the town and not alien materials. Tell the townsfolk what they 
already have that should not be lost. Have more moving features like the stream in the Bishopric 
rather than static features. 

14.0) Horsham is a town for shopping and people coming together, should it change to be a market 
town of community and ideas to be more than just a retail town. An innovation zone as Internet is 
taking over trade and retail and celebrate the coffee shop meeting places. 3D printing will come 
more widespread taking over some manufacturing and likely become a home industry. 

15.0) HDC finances do affect the future of the town and money gained from building developments 
could be used to enhance the town with public art in green and public spaces. The townsfolk need 
to be made aware of these possibilities and to be strong and active in obtaining these gains and 
directing the spending of them for wellbeing of the town. It is the good use of money that will 
maintain what we have and develop the future wishes.  

16.0)  Horsham has a strong desire and demand to educate so why does it not have more quality 
schools generally, why is it that eg. Collyers and Millais are not in the top 200 of schools; what does 
it need to achieve this aim. Adult education is needed so that people of all ages embrace this new 
world. 

17.0) Horsham is a middle class commuter town with most inhabitants not spending much time in the 
town except at weekends therefore they don’t see the worth of the town centre. Do more to bring 
people into the town centre. 

18.0) Think what Horsham can be about in the future – think bigger, think longer. Think art and 
culture and business and digital and retail and housing and schools and overall think about people. 
 
 



 
 

1.0) Conservation Areas – The Building Heritage of Horsham 

1.1) The Neighbourhood Plan will propose Conservation Areas. Blueprint is still to arrange printing of the 
A3 size maps showing the proposed Conservation Areas for the Blueprint display planned for 8th to 10th  
April 2016 in Swan walk, Horsham. 

1.2) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman are in dialogue with HDC regarding gaining HDC's involvement 
in the designation of additional Conservation Areas in the town.  

1.3) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman still await confirmation from HDC on permission to use the 
HDC licence to obtain Ordinance Survey maps for use by Blueprint  

1.4) Consultation with townsfolk could be carried out through the Blueprint website which has been 
recently updated. The County Times published an article on Blueprint ‘Imagine Horsham’ on the 3rd 
March 2016.   

 

2.00 Development 

2.01) Frances Haigh has yet to agree the wording, with Maggie Williams of HDC, for an advertisement 
requesting townsfolk identify development sites for housing and retail use.  

2.02) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman will contact HDC for a hard copy of the information they hold 
on sites available for development in the unparished areas of Denne, Trafalgar and Forest. 

2.03) Frances Haigh has received confirmation from AECOM of their involvement for professional 
assessment services on sites put forward for development. We await the details of this. 

2.04) Blueprint has yet to review what HDC has recorded as their characteristic assessment of good 
design. The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) guide lines will also be reviewed. 

2.05) Frances Haigh awaits a reply from WKK the local architects who are considering what involvement 
they could offer on sketch schemes for the future development of the park side of Hurst Road.  

2.06) Frances Haigh and Godfrey Newman have pressed HDC for Blueprint to be included in the new 
Town Vision for Horsham process.  

2.07) Blueprint has yet to review the Town Centre Investment Zone Report on the fragmented 
ownership of buildings in the main retail areas of the centre of Horsham.  

2.08) The need for good public transport accessibility into the Town and how people get around the 
Town has yet to be reviewed. Godfrey Newman said he would look into obtaining bus route maps.                          

This topic is likely to be part of the Cycle and Accessibility Blueprint Working Group. 

2.09) The need for new housing developments to have character and interesting landscaping, including 
the maintaining of existing trees and the planting of new trees as these always add to the wellbeing of 
the whole street scene has yet to be reviewed. 

This topic is likely to be part of the Open Space Blueprint Working Group. 



 

 

3.00) Any Other Business 

3.01) Frances Haigh and David Searle are preparing for the Blueprint display to be called ‘Imagine 
Horsham’ that will be held in a vacant shop unit in Swan Walk in April, Friday 8th, Saturday 9th and 
Sunday 10th.  

3.02) Attached to these minutes is the updated list of possible proposed ideas to put forward to the 
townsfolk that could be included in the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan. This list is updated after each 
meeting. 

3.03) Ron Bates has yet to review the information gained from the townsfolk on the ‘Wishes for 
Horsham’ cards so that which is relevant to this Working Group and put forward possible policies to 
cover these wishes. 

3.04) Ron Bates has yet to review other Neighbourhood Plans to see how these have dealt with public 
transport issues relevant to this Working Group.  

3.05) Blueprint has yet to receive further details from Clive Burley of HDC on the stakeholder event on 
Friday 13th May 2016  and the follow up public engagement event the following day, Saturday 14th May 
2016 from 10am-4pm in the Swan Walk Centre or a similar high profile location. 

3.06) The meeting finished at 12.00 noon. 

 

4.00) Date of Next Meeting 

4.01) The date of the next meeting has been set for Thursday 17th March 2016 start time 10.00 am to 
10.30am at the Millennium Hall, finish time 12.30pm. 

 

 


