
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 
Steering Group Meeting Minutes (Draft) 

Monday 23 February 2015 
 
Attended by:  Frances Haigh (Chair), Andrew Cooke, Claire Millar, Graham Sitton, Trudie Mitchell, 
David Searle, Mike Dancy.   
 
Apologies: Diane Sumpter, Richard Plant 
 
1. The minutes of the last meeting were approved.  
 
Application for Designation  
 
2. The group discussed the response from Horsham District Council (HDC) to the note from 

Frances, which also covered some of the issues Frances and Trudie had discussed with them at 
the meeting in January.  There was a clear shared aim: HDC wanted businesses to be fully 
involved in the development of a neighbourhood plan and the forum agreed.  What was not 
clear was why HDC felt that a procedure designed for exceptional circumstances should apply to 
Horsham.  The group were not clear if there were potential risks around two referenda  - what 
happened if the results were different? Despite the useful additional information that HDC had 
provided, no one at the meeting felt that Horsham met the description for a business area as set 
out on the legislation or associated guidance.   

 
3. The group agreed that Frances should ask HDC to formally respond to her letter, setting out the 

options for the Forum for next steps, in time for the next meeting of the Steering Group.  Claire 
would provide a draft email for Frances.  The group also asked Frances to contact Francis 
Maude’s office, and DCLG, to see when we could expect a response to our correspondence with 
them.   

 
Funding  
 
4. Frances reported that the return to the Community Development Foundation had been done. 

Some money has to be returned. More positively, HDC had provided a refund for duplicate 
payment.  There will be further funding available from HDC once the Forum is designated.  

 
Feedback on meeting with Southwater Parish Council  
 

5. The development of the Southwater Neighbourhood Plan had thrown up some interesting 
issues.  For example, developers (Berkley) own land on both sides of the border of the area, as 
set by the railway line.  There would therefore need to be some co-ordination between 
neighbourhood forums.  The group also noted that the Horsham Society had written to 
Southwater to request the designation of the north face of Denne Hill as a Local Green Space.  

 
6. Southwater Parish Council were concerned about the impact of neighbourhood planning not 

going ahead in Horsham Centre, and had been considering writing to HDC about this. Frances 
was asked to find out whether this had been done.     

 
Updates on recent related activities  
7. The group noted that a new community-focused social media site had been launched: 

Streetlife.com.  So far it was hard to see what it offered beyond the existing Horsham Facebook 
page, but it had potential as a method of communicating with people so was worth keeping an 
eye on.   
 



8. Frances reported back on the ‘BlockBuilders’ Project, which had worked with teams of children 
to gather ideas for what was needed in Horsham.   There will be more sessions with different 
groups of children, which would also look at how to improve Queen Street.   One of the ideas 
that had emerged was the possibility of a ‘pop-up’ ice rink in the town, maybe at Christmas.  The 
group thought this was a great idea, though noted the need to avoid any duplication with plans 
in Crawley.  This type of suggestion fell outside the remit of the role of the neighbourhood forum 
(to develop a vision for an area and planning policies for the use and development of land), but 
we didn’t want to lose any good suggestions that came out of activities to support the forum’s 
work.  Frances would make sure that her contacts at HDC, and in other organisations, were 
aware of the suggestion and could take it further if they wished.  
 

9. Frances noted that she had been invited to attend the next meeting of “Transition Horsham”, 
and give a talk from the soapbox on Tuesday  31st March.  Other members of the Blueprint were 
welcome to attend. 

 
 AOB and date of next meeting  
 
10.  The next Forum AGM would be in May.  Claire would liaise with Diane on dates.  
 
11. The next Forum meeting was planned for 23 March.  
 
12.  The steering group requested that a Newsletter be sent to members to keep them informed. 

13. Graham had been in contact with All About Horsham who are prepared to give Blueprint some 

publicity. Frances is to follow this up. 


