
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

Minutes of meeting held on 23rd November 2015 at the Rehoboth Baptist Church 

Present: Frances Haigh, Graham Sitton, David Searle, Diane Sumpter, Claire Millar, Ron 

Bates, Andrew Cooke 

Apologies: Mary Crosbie, Trudie Mitchell, Peter Silburn 

1.  Minutes of the last meeting 

The group approved the minutes of the last meeting.  

2. Working Groups 

Updates:  

David has a group of 6 people for the Ageing Population Group, who will meet on December 

1st.  The group have been sent all the information.   The cost is £14.52 for a room for 6 

people in the Millennium Hall for two hours.    

Graham, on Environment and Green Spaces, has had only one reply from the people he 

contacted.  Diane will provide a contact for Horsham in Bloom.   

On infrastructure, Graham has contacted utility companies to ask for further information 

about current capacity.  The replies highlighted that we need to develop our contacts with 

those organisations.   

Ron had had initial conversations with 2 other group members, and will now go ahead and 

set up a meeting of the Development and Conservation Group.  Frances has requested 

relevant maps.  Frances has also asked if Jeremy Knight, the curator of Horsham Museum, 

would like to join the group, and also suggested that Adam Walker from CrickMay may also 

be interested to join.   

People attending working groups can attend either in an individual capacity, providing 

expert advice, or as representatives of their organisations.   

The Group noted that in addition to formal membership of the groups, it was possible to 

meet individuals representing groups to gather their input.   

The postcards from the post boxes distributed around town have been gathered.   

A key question now is how to sort out all the data that’s been gathered so far: how to 

consolidate all the information gathered so far and provide it to the Working Groups?  

Diane has already made an excel sheet of responses received so far.  The new responses will 

need to go on here (and all be saved to Dropbox).  Frances will complete this analysis.  We 



should take photos of the cards grouped as this visual information will be helpful for the 

website, and possibly to start building a map of issues.   

The group will get together to sort the cards into ‘groups’, so all members can see and get a 

feel for what people are saying.   

Ron’s article and the advert were published in the County Times, but Frances’ article had 

unfortunately not been published. 

3. Consultation process 

There will be soon be a Neighbourhood Council update, hopefully in January.  The Councils 

will do a newsletter to encourage people to provide their views.  People will be directed to 

information on the website, and encouraged to reply using the postcards – likes, dislikes and 

wishes for Horsham.  People will also be offered the option to use survey monkey to send in 

their replies (via the Horsham Blueprint website).  We can use Facebook and Twitter to alert 

people to the survey monkey.   

This will mean every household in the area will have had the opportunity to comment.   

It will then be possible to group the issues that have emerged through the initial 

consultation to understand the key issues for Horsham.  These key issues then go out to 

broader consultation through more targeted (but still open) questions e.g. via survey 

monkey, sticky world, and meetings.  The answers to these more detailed questions will 

feed in to the working groups’ policy development.  

A Blueprint Event is being planned for one of: 19th March, 2nd April or 9th April.  A date will 

mean that there is some concrete information in the newsletter about options people have 

for engaging.   

Frances will double-check whether the space on the Swan Walk mosaic is free.  The aim of 

the event is to do some reporting back, and also to gather further thoughts on the 

developing ideas.   

We also hope to have an article in ‘All About Horsham’ in the new year.   

Finance 

Action: All to consider the proposed budget and look out for savings.  The budget lines do 

need to be discussed if spend needs to be adjusted.   

There is just under £1000 left until March.  

It is now possible to bid for money until March 2018.  It’s possible to bid for extra money as 

a Business Forum, and some extra money for technical support.   

 



For the new bid, there will need to be some funding for the website: hosting fee and the 

word press template: £150.  

The survey monkey cost will be renewed.   

The group felt that we wouldn’t need the Drill Hall 

Next meeting:   

Monday 11 January.  The group will do the postcard analysis 

  


