
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

 

Minutes of Meeting held 24h August 2015 at Brighton Road Baptist Church 

 

Present: Frances Haigh, Diane Sumpter, Trudie Mitchell, Mary Crosbie, Peter Silburn, David Searle, 
Ron Bates, Graham Sitton, Claire Millar 

 
Apologies: Andrew Cooke. 

 
1. Minutes of Last Meeting  
Matters arising were to be addressed in the meeting.  

 
2. Finance 

The Forum has now secured insurance for public liability, contents and personal accident. The 
request for further funding will be pursued once the plan for the marketing project has been 
agreed.  Any funds from locality will need to be spent within 6 months.  Diane kindly offered to use 
her credit card details for securing the extra space on DropBox.   

 
3. Using DropBox 
Everyone is now signed up to DropBox. Peter will double check the folder content, and will write a 
note on document and folder naming protocol.   

 
4. Community Engagement 

 
a. Neighbourhood Councils 

Diane noted that she was waiting to engage other members of the Neighbourhood Council until 
there was a concrete plan to discuss, so would be doing that after the Workshop on 3 
September.  Mary reported that Trafalgar Neighbourhood Council has offered to pay for the 
distribution of leaflets in their area.   

 
All Steering Group members should look at ‘stickyworld’, ‘voxup’ and ‘commonplace’ to see which 
one it would be best to use.  

 
b. Working with Older People 

Frances had been contacted by Ascot Care and by Age UK Horsham.  These are both useful contacts 
for the focus group looking at engaging with older people.  The forthcoming Age UK event (October 
1) should also develop useful contacts. All Forum focus groups would be aiming to engage the 
highest possible number of relevant groups.  
 
The group noted that the figures on actual number of over 65s living in the area covered by the plan 
were not as high as implied by recent discussions, which had focused on the high number of older 
people. 

 
c. Working with Business 

Frances will be making a presentation to Horsham Unlimited on 8 September. It is hoped that 
someone from Horsham Unlimited will talk about the Business Improvement District at the 
Workshop, but if not then there may be a slot for the Cycling Forum to speak instead. 

 



Frances has not yet heard from Garry Mortimer-Cooke about when would be a good time within the 
Town’s calendar for the big marketing push. 

 
The Forum hopes to provide a briefing for the HDC Business newsletter.  

 
d. Technology 

The Digital Hub is progressing and the next steering group is in September.  Hack Horsham is seeking 
charity status so they will be able to run more events focused on coding. The Digital Hub is a key 
element of the Neighbourhood Plan’s economic strategy.  The next business breakfast for the Digital 
Hub is in October.  

 
e. Urban green gym  

Frances reported that some groups were working towards establishing an umbrella volunteer group 
for caring for Horsham's green spaces.  Trudie is going to the meeting on the 16th September at 
County Hall North/Parkside. Graham was asked if he could attend for Horsham Blueprint. 

 
f. Schools  

The detailed discussion on this was transferred to the next meeting.  The Group noted that there is 
currently a discussion underway on "safer routes for schools".  David noted that there is currently a 
very well-populated display on what children like in Horsham library, and that it might be good to do 
something similar for Blueprint.  He noted that the standard spot for consultations was not very 
visible.  David will discuss with this possibility with the librarian, ready for the big marketing push.   

 
g. Website  

The website still needs improving. 

 
h. Newsletter  

The group discussed whether there would be any value in producing copies of the newsletter for 
doctors, dentists, a stand in Horsham market and so on.  This would be a particular newsletter - 
more general than the electronic one sent to all members, and designed to be eye-catching as part 
of the big push.  We noted that the newsletter format works well as it emphasises that action is 
ongoing.  (There would be an electronic version of the newsletter this week to tell everyone about 
the workshop).     

 
i. 3 September Workshop  

Cowdray room in Park House has been booked for the event on 3 September. Tea and biscuits and 
water will be booked through the WSCC catering company.   60 people have been invited. 20 have 
replied positively so far. 

 
j. Questions for discussion 

The group discussed the questions that would be used a prompt for gathering views from the 
community.  They felt it was important to get consistent information that produced something that 
could be used to develop the plan.  Although the wording of the questions could vary depending on 
the situation, the group agreed that at this stage people should be asked what they like about 
Horsham, what they dislike, and what their aspiration/wish for the area is.    

 
5. Writing the plan 

A decision still needs to be made about support for writing the plan.  We could, for example, 
contract Action in Rural Sussex (as happened in Southwater). 

 

 



6. AOB 

Central Milton Keynes is a Business Area, like Horsham.  Frances recommended that other Steering 
Group members look at the plan which has been passed at a referendum and is now made.  Milton 
Keynes is happy to host a visit if that would be of interest.  

 
7. Next Meeting 
Claire will send out a Doodle Poll for late September.   

 
Meeting closed 9.15 pm. 

 


