
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

Minutes of meeting held on 26th October 2015 at the Rehoboth Baptist Church 

Present: Frances Haigh, Graham Sitton, David Searle, Andrew Clarke, Diane Sumpter, Peter 

Silburn, Trudie Mitchell, Claire Millar, Ron Bates 

Apologies: Mary Crosbie 

1.  Minutes of the last meeting 

The group agreed to consider the matters arising through the course of the discussions at 

the meeting.  

2. Working Groups 

An initial specification/terms of reference had been circulated.  All agreed that the Working 

Groups should all use the same template.   

The Group also felt that it would be useful to understand what form the final plan would 

take, so the working groups could understand what they were working towards.  Frances 

asked that everyone consider the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan to see if that is the broad 

structure we should follow, or whether a more formal style, such as that used in the Milton 

Keynes Plan would be preferable (both are available in ‘Resources’ on Dropbox).  Action: all.   

The groups noted that there would inevitably be some overlap as many issues didn’t fit 

neatly into just one group.  It would be important for the groups to keep in close touch.   

The group also agreed that eventually there will need to be one single ‘author’ for the plan, 

to make sure the plan reads consistently and coherently.  Having the working groups all use 

the same template will help with this process, as it should just be a case of editing similar 

information.    

The following working groups were agreed: 

 Ageing population.  Chair: David Searle 

 Transport, cycling and accessibility.  Chair: Peter Silburn 

 Environment and green spaces (to include flooding).  Chair:  Graham Sitton 

 Development and conservation (to include housing).  Chair: Ron Bates 

 Economy and Business.  Chair: Frances Haigh 

 Health and well-being.  Chair: Vacant 

 Infrastructure and services.  Chair: Vacant 

 Young people and families.  Chair: Vacant 
 
The Neighbourhood Councils will consider whether any of their members want to join any of 
the working groups, and Frances will ask David Moore if he wants to be more involved, or if 
he knows anyone who wants to be involved.   



 
3. The Marketing Campaign 

 
Boxes and cards have been placed in retail units that agreed to accept them, and more will 
be put in place over the next week.  The boxes are generally collected two weeks after they 
are put in place.  Letters to businesses and posters are being hand delivered wherever 
possible.   
 
The Neighbourhood Councils will also try to display posters on their notice boards, and 
Frances is continuing to try to work with the town manager to see how we can display 
information in the Carfax. 
 
David Jessop is continuing to work on the website. 
 
Frances noted that ‘Sticky World’ offers a lot of possibilities for comment and community 
engagement, and that the working groups should consider how best to make use of it.   
 
4. Next meeting 
 
The next meeting will be on Monday 23 November at Rehoboth.  Trudie sent advance 
apologies.   
 
Meeting closed 21:40.   


