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Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 
 

Minutes of Meeting held 27th July 2015 at Rehoboth Baptist Church 
 
 
Present: Frances Haigh, Diane Sumpter, Trudie Mitchell, Mary Crosbie, Peter Silburn, David Searle, 
Ron Bates, Graham Sitton 
 
Apologies: Claire Millar, Andrew Cooke. 
 
Richard Plant has resigned and Nigel Friswell will not be joining following his recent bereavement. 
The Steering Group noted their sympathies for Nigel’s loss. 
 

1. Minutes of Last Meeting  
As these were not available, they are carried over to the next meeting. 

 
2. Finance 

The Forum had purchased a gazebo for use at outside events, as well as marketing materials. 
Diane said the balance available is £3510.54. Ron suggested the SG should spend funds on 
IT. Peter has set up DropBox and it was agreed that we should pay a monthly charge so that 
we have more space available for documents. Graham asked if a section on the website 
would be better, but this was not recommended as it is more expensive. Peter is to set up a 
file structure on DropBox. (PS/DS) 
 

3. Community Engagement 
The neighbourhood councils were concerned that they do not have enough manpower for 
community engagement. It was agreed that we would look at using StickyWorld, 
CommonPlace or VoxUp to help. (FH to circulate details) 
 
Mary was concerned that many of the Trafalgar residents were over 70 and less likely to be 
using computers. Frances suggested that if Trafalgar needs more paper resources, they 
should let the SG know. Another option is to include more information in their newsletter, 
and they should ask if they need support with this. 
 
There was still concern about what questions needed to be asked. Frances stressed that at 
this stage it is still important to be really light touch and fun, to encourage creativity and 
imagination. David reminded the SG of the large post-its and felt pens approach 
recommended by Angela. It is important to go where people are meeting and talk to them 
there. The SG discussed how to get a buzz and excitement around the project.  
 
It was decided that there should be a concentrated marketing effort over three or four 
weeks in September/October with: 
 

a. Banners across West Street and at other prominent locations around the town. 
b. A co-ordinated campaign of drink coasters (with web and email) and postcards (with a PO 

Box address) to be distributed around the cafes, pubs, restaurants and other businesses for 
people to be aware of us and to comment about what they would like to see in the Area. 

c. The on-line engagement tool such as Stickyworld (https://www.stickyworld.com/ ) or 
CommonPlace (http://commonplace.is/) to be available within a much-improved website. 

d. A mail-shot to businesses to be sent out. 

https://www.stickyworld.com/
http://commonplace.is/
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e. A community drop-in session, possibly in Swan Walk or the Drill Hall, to include photos and 
ideas gathered so far, as well as possibly display clips of the work that has been done on 
Minecraft. 

f. Press articles. 
g. Possibly other events such as walkabouts.  
h. Projecting film clips eg in the Capitol gallery such as the Locality guide to neighbourhood 

planning or the Minecraft clips. 
 
Frances is to contact Garry Mortimer-Cooke to ask when would be a good time within the 
Town’s calendar and for permission and sites for the banners. 

 
4. Engagement with Schools 

Graham had contacted QE2 School and had sent the responses to Frances. These are to be 
put in the DropBox so everyone can see them. Millais School was not interested as it was too 
close to the summer holidays. David suggested contacting the school cluster groups for the 
East and West of the town to ask for help with this. 

 
5. Engagement with  HDC and Businesses 

Frances and Ron had met with Barbara Childs and Laura Bourke to see what was expected of 
us and what help could be given to us. Much of the information and sources are on the HDC 
website under neighbourhood planning support 
http://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/neighbourhood-
planning/neighbourhood-grants 
 
Laura recommended looking at the work of Central Milton Keynes 
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/central-milton-
keynes-neighbourhood-plan 
 
Barbara advised that we can protect green spaces in our plan and hoped that we would 
include Chesworth Farm. 
 
Laura also said she would supply a list of the businesses in our area but this was still not 
available at the time of the SG meeting. Frances met with Garry Mortimer-Cooke on 27th July 
and asked with his help about this. HDC produces an economic newsletter which goes across 
the District, but only to those with email. It is probable that there will be gaps in the list but 
if it is clear that HDC is working in collaboration with Blueprint then we should be able to 
share data. It is intended to send out an information newsletter by MailChimp using HDC’s 
account, with replies to come to Blueprint. 
 
Assurity Consulting (Redkiln Way) had contacted Frances and asked to be involved in the 
Plan.  
 
Frances and the neighbourhood council chairs had discussed having a seminar for 
Councillors following the recent elections. This was agreed as the best way of updating them 
about the work of the Forum. It was proposed that this should take place in September and 
that invitations should be extended to neighbourhood councillors, affiliated organisations as 
well as the SG. Frances had put a draft agenda to the NC Chairs. 

 
6. Website 

This needs to be more professional in time for the marketing effort in September. We have a 
new address but the site needs to be redeveloped. (CM/FH) 

http://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-grants
http://www.horsham.gov.uk/planningpolicy/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-grants
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/central-milton-keynes-neighbourhood-plan
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/central-milton-keynes-neighbourhood-plan
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7. Infrastructure Requirements 

HDC had requested comments about this as part of the work on Community Infrastructure 
Levy as the Horsham District Planning Framework is nearly finalised (due October). 
Comments are due by 14th August which gives very little time. Comments from Horsham 
Cycling Forum are to be included in the Blueprint response.  

 
8. Office Space 

Horsham Town Community Partnership has put forward a proposal to HDC for the use of 
Park House. HDC has asked for further details of community organisations that would use 
the space, as well as that at Drill Hall and Lavinia House. Frances responded that we would 
like space along-side the Neighbourhood Councils, but that funding may be an issue. 

 
9. Delivering Projects  

Deferred until next meeting. 
 

10. Other Business 
DC/15/1388 for 40 homes in Mannings Heath. Frances had been contacted to ask if 
Blueprint would consider objecting to this application in support of the emerging Nuthurst 
Parish Council neighbourhood plan which does not include this site. The SG decided to 
comment as the application is against the principle of neighbourhood planning. 

 
11. Next Meeting 

Monday 24th August at Rehoboth Baptist Church. 
 
Meeting closed 10pm. 
 
 
 

 
 


