
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

 

Minutes of Meeting held 28 September 2015 at Rehoboth Baptist Church 

 

Present: Frances Haigh, Diane Sumpter, Trudie Mitchell, Andrew Cooke, Peter Silburn,  Ron Bates, 
Graham Sitton,  
Visitor: Peter Lusher  

 
Apologies: Mary Crosbie, David Searle, Claire Millar 

 

 
1. Minutes of Last Meeting  
Frances apologised for the late issue of the minutes due to her holiday. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
a. Drop box has been extended and everybody now has access. 
b. Urban Green Gym -  Diane attended the meeting. This was very much a “work in progress” which 
needs a map of the areas to be covered and the details of groups looking after the areas. It was 
suggested that Horsham Society probably have this detail within their survey of green areas. The 
next meeting is at 4pm, 12th October at Chesworth Farm.  
 
3. Finance 

Diane has paid £79 for securing the extra space on DropBox.  Frances has more expenses to submit.  
An agreement has been reached for the hire of Rehoboth for meetings to be paid three months in 
arrears. 

 
4. Community Engagement 

 
a. Workshop 

Feedback was generally positive. Diane noted that Assurity Consulting are keen to work with 
us as they are keen to stay in Horsham and would like to see a better offering for businesses. 
Ron commented that Blueprint had not come across strongly enough itself, although this 
was partly due to the loss of the computer login losing the last few slides of the 
presentation. The slides have now been sent to all participants and the steering group. 

 
b. Neighbourhood Councils 

Frances is to talk to both Denne and Trafalgar Neighbourhood Councils at their October 
meetings. Some of their councillors had been unable to attend the Workshop.  
 

c. Working with Older People 
Frances has booked a stand at the Age UK “Older Persons Day” on 1st October. She had also 
been to visit Janice Leeming at Age UK to ask for her support for the Ageing Population 
working group.  

 
d. Working with Business 

Frances has made a presentation to Horsham Unlimited on 8 September. This was attended 
by a small group, including representatives from John Lewis, Beales and Crickmays. 
 
A briefing has been provided for the HDC Business newsletter. The list of businesses from 
HDC is still awaited. 



 
e. Technology 

The Digital Hub is a key element of the Neighbourhood Plan’s economic strategy.  The next 
business breakfast for the Digital Hub is on October 16th at 8am at Tanbridge House School.  

 
f. Schools 

This is included under the marketing campaign. 
 

g. Website  
There had been an offer from Clive Walker to produce a website for us. From Andrew’s 
discussions with Clive, it looked as though this may be beyond our budget. Other 
alternatives are being investigated. The need for on-line engagement is still to be 
investigated and trialled. 

 
h. Newsletter  

The group were happy for e-newletters to continue as before. A printed newsletter would be 

produced after the main marketing campaign. 

 
  
5. Marketing Campaign 

a. The group discussed the posters and postcards for the marketing campaign. Frances is to 
revise these and sent them out for approval by 2nd October. Grateful thanks were recorded 
to MBE Horsham who had offered to provide a mail box address for us at no charge.  

b. Graham offered to distribute drink mats to the East Street and West Street cafés.  
c. Frances is to obtain ideas for post boxes.  
d. There has still been no response from HDC about which weeks could be used within the 

town calendar, nor of the availability of sites for banners.  
e. All of the group were asked to nominate sites for the location of post cards and post boxes, 

including schools, churches, cafés and businesses.  
f. Ron offered to write an article for the WSCT and District Post. 
g. Frances is to contact “All About Horsham” to arrange for an article about Blueprint. 

 
6. Evidence and Writing the plan 

a. Frances asked if one of the Neighbourhood Council Clerks could help with data collection. 
Sources are available on the HDC site but this still needs to be collated and analysed. Frances 
is to produce a task specification for the NCs to consider. 

b. A decision still needs to be made about support for writing the plan.  We could, for example, 
contract Action in Rural Sussex whose representative, Rowena Tyler, had attended the 
Workshop.  

c. Frances reminded the group of the Central Milton Keynes Neighbourhood Plan and asked if 
anyone saw a plan that they particularly admired to share it with the Group and if possible 
to find out which organisation helped produce it. 

7. AOB 

a. Andrew reminded the group that we have a SurveyMonkey subscription and need to make 
use of it. He is to provide login details to the group. 

b. Peter provided details of the “Ride the Route” cycle ride which takes place on 3rd October 
and hoped that many of the Forum would support the ride which goes across our area. 

c. Trudie reported that the Neighbourhood Councils had a useful meeting with Jeremy Quin, 
briefing him on the role of the NCs and the need for Blueprint to undertake neighbourhood 
planning on their behalf. 



d. Peter Lusher commented that he had found the meeting interesting. He asked if we had 
considered using a Freepost address on the postcards instead of postboxes. This is to be 
investigated for the cost. 

e. David Moore had sent an article about convenience stores which was of interest for 
evidence. Frances will put this and similar items in the Dropbox. 

f. Horsham in Bloom has an event called Simply Gardening at the Capitol on 15th October.  
g. Frances attended a Roundtable at the Royal Town Planning Institute about Planning for Tech 

Businesses. The RTPI researcher would like to visit Horsham to see what the Digital Hub 
scheme involves. 

h. Frances reported back that the Inspector’s Examination Report on Horsham District Planning 
Framework is due in about three weeks’ time. This may have some effect on neighbourhood 
plans. 

 

 
8. Next Meeting 

Claire is to send out a Doodle Poll for the next meetings. We need to have one before the marketing 
campaign. 
 
Meeting closed 9.50 pm. 
 


