
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Minutes of Meeting held 31st October 2016 at Rehoboth Baptist
Church
Present: Frances Haigh, Andrew Cooke, David Searle, Diane Sumpter
Trudie Mitchell, Ron Bates, 

Apologies; Graham Sitton, Mary Crosbie

1. Peter Silburn has resigned due to pressure with other issues. Frances is to ask
the Cycling Forum for another representative.

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 
These were approved.

3. Matters Arising
None.

4. Chair’s Report
The Chair  had issued a report  in  advance of  the meeting which provided
details of the Judicial Review of the Henfield Neighbourhood Plan. This has
implications for all those involved in neighbourhood planning. It was agreed
that independent advice should be sought in advance of the next meeting
with HDC.

5. Finance
The bank balances at 30th September were £7752.07 and £2422.86. Several
cheque  payments  are  outstanding.  Diane  is  to  supply  an  update  of  the
balances after all outstanding payments.

HTCP have asked about the bank statements. Frances will forward a copy of
the Memorandum of Understanding that was agreed previously.

6. Surveys
Andrew reported that there had been 310 residents’ surveys completed and
13  business  surveys.  There  were  also  10  to  15  more  replies  to  the  mini
survey. Andrew is to close down all the surveys on-line and save the survey
data in a spreadsheet. The mobile phone option worked well and could be
recommended  to  others.  Comments  were  consistent  with  previous
consultation and reflected the views across all age groups. 

It was agreed that we would not renew the SurveyMonkey package. Andrew
has produced a press release which Frances is to issue.

7. Working Groups
a. Development & Conservation

Work on the Heritage and Character Assessment is now underway. John
Steele from Horsham Society is leading on this task. He has had an initial
telephone conversation with  AECOM and has  agreed the area that  will
form the 50 Ha that we can have assessed.  John is to supply them with



information and maps.  Ron and John are going on a training course in
November to help with this work.
Frances is to write to Jeremy Quin MP about the problems being faced.

b. Open & Green Spaces
A meeting is scheduled for w/b 7th November. 
A report from Friends of Chesworth Farm has been received which requests
that  Chesworth  Farm be  given  Local  Nature  Reserve  Status  within  the
Neighbourhood Plan.

c. Businesses
Horsham Coworkers have now taken premises within Sterling Buildings.
Hack Horsham is currently in discussion with HDC about a Maker Space.
Regus are offering office and desk space during the disruption caused by
Southern Rail strikes. 

8. New Developments
a. Piries Place

Community  groups  and  business  representatives  had  met  with  Reef
Estates and were generally welcoming of the new proposals which would
enhance this area. There are some concerns which have been raised with
them such as the height of the hotel, the loading bays and access by HGVs
and the loss of small business retail space. Reef have since said that some
of the office space could be made available for coworking. There was no
interest in providing any supermarket at this end of the town, although it
was stressed to them that there will be more people living in the town
centre  due  to  the  permitted  development  of  office  to  residential
conversion. There was concern that most of the new uses would be in the
evening, leaving the area quiet during the daytime.

b. A further proposal has been received for a development. Advice has been
sought from HDC and is still awaited.

c. A design competition had been issued for Prewetts Mill. Ron would send
out the link.

d. There are believed to be further changes to the proposals for Swan Walk.

9. AOB
It  was  noted  that  the  Ice  Rink  is  open  at  Camping  World  and  was  well-
received by visitors. There are some local concerns.

5. Next Meetings

Monday 14th November - CANCELLED

Monday 5th December

All at 7.30pm at the Rehoboth Baptist Church.
Meeting closed 9.05pm


