
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum: Steering Group Meeting 

3rd November 2014 

At Rehoboth Baptist Church  

Note of Meeting 

Chair: Frances Haigh 

 

Present:   

Frances Haigh Richard Plant Andrew Cooke 

Graham Sitton Diane Sumpter Mary Crosbie 

David Searle   

Apologies for Absence:   

Mike Dancy Claire Millar Trudie Mitchell 

 

1. Introduction 

The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced the apologies. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting were not available. 

3. Application for Designation 

The consultation period had now closed. There was one letter raising concerns which was received 

from Horsham Unlimited. As a result, Frances and Trudie attended a meeting at HDC with Cllrs 

Paterson and Croft, and Chris Lyons, Director of Planning. It was explained to them how it had been 

necessary to form a forum and how we had reached this stage in the process. It was also explained 

how we had tried to involve Horsham Unlimited. Chris Lyons stated that it appeared we had done 

everything that was required of us. Subsequent to the meeting, Frances has asked when we may 

expect to receive the designation. HDC Strategic Planning is currently subject to an Examination in 

Public of the HDPF and this is believed to be delaying matters. 

The SG asked Frances to write to the CDF to explain the situation and to ask Angela Koch for advice. 

The possibility of asking the DCLG to help unblock this was also mentioned. 

4. Finance 

Diane reported that there was still an issue about the bank account and she was working with 

Claire to resolve this. 

5. Queen Street Project 

It was agreed that Forest NC should take the lead on this project as it falls within their 

neighbourhood. Frances and Trudie are to pass across all the information collected to date so 



Diane can get this underway.  Diane had spoken to PDT solicitors in Queen Street about their 

possible involvement. 

6. Interface with Neighbourhood Councils and HTCP 

If designated, Blueprint has responsibility for the preparation of the neighbourhood plan. Some of 

the issues which are raised during the discussions and activities will need to be dealt with by the 

Neighbourhood Councils, Queen Street being an example. Other projects will need to be led by 

HTCP as they have the appropriate structure to be able to raise funds. This needs to evolve as we 

move forward with making the plan. 

7. Any Other Business.  

a. Ark is looking for a suitable site for a refuge for the homeless over 25s who are not eligible 

for the Y Centre. This is to be considered critically within the NP. 

b. Adopt a Street scheme is being promoted by HDC for those who want to look after their 

roads. Hi viz etc is supplied to help with the street tidying. 

c. Southwater PC are progressing with their plan. They would like to meet with the adjoining 

parishes and neighbourhood councils at some stage to discuss issues affecting their 

common boundaries. 

d. Community Facilities – what information does HDC hold? Frances to investigate. 

 

8. Survey 

The rest of the meeting was spent discussing the survey and the questions that have been 

prepared so far. Frances thanked Andrew and Mike for their work on this. It is a major task and  

good progress has been made in getting it underway. 

 

Meeting Closed 9.50pm 

Next Meeting:  Monday 1st December,  Rehoboth Baptist Church 


