
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Minutes of Meeting held 4th July 2016 at Rehoboth Baptist 
Church
Present: Frances Haigh, Andrew Cooke, David Searle, Graham Sitton, Mary 
Crosbie, Diane Sumpter
Trudie Mitchell (from 8.20)
Visitor: Pauline Stevens
Apologies: Peter Silburn, Ron Bates

1. Minutes of Last Meeting 
These were approved.

2. Matters Arising
None

3. Finance
Diane said there were no changes to report since the last meeting. A request
for further funds and technical support is still to be made, subject to the cost
of the survey.

4. Surveys
Frances reported that Trafalgar had asked for a hard copy of the survey to be
delivered to each household and that they were prepared to fund the delivery.
The Steering Group discussed the survey. Key points were:
a. There are 10000 households in the area, and over 800 businesses to be

contacted. Sending a hard copy to each would be extremely expensive.
Apart from printing and distribution costs, there would be the cost of data
entry. There were also concerns about whether the Forum could cover the
cost of return postage. As has been discussed previously, the available
funding would not cover such a level of cost.  The expected return rate
would be 5%.

b. The Forum has Survey Monkey for an online survey which is much more
cost-effective. The questions are available online, but printed copies can
be made available on request.

c. The Forum is able to cover the cost of printing a newsletter for all  the
households  and  businesses  (£720  plus  delivery)  which  highlights  key
points  from the  Interim Report  and  information  about  the  survey.  This
would include how to access the survey online and possibly a QR code.
There would also be a phone number for requesting a print version of the
survey.

d. We discussed how we could  contact  all  of  the  community.  There  were
concerns  about  how we  deliver  the  newsletter  to  everyone,  especially
given the number of gated developments. We also discussed the possible
need to use different languages. We considered that the newsletter could
be  placed  in  the  library  or  doctors’  surgeries.  We  also  considered
advertisements  on  notice  boards  and  Screen  Social,  as  well  as  the
possibility of a newspaper “wrapper”. 

e. The Neighbourhood Councils (Diane, Trudie & Mary) are to find out costs
and  a  reliable  deliverer  for  distribution  to  households.  The  businesses
would be sent the newsletter by post or email.



f. We also  discussed the  need for  a  follow up  article  or  report  once  the
surveys are back. It was considered that the interim report covers this,
and the next report to be produced will be the first draft plan.

g. It was agreed that
1. The newsletter needed to be progressed asap.
2. The survey and QR code need to be finalised.
3. The newsletter would be sent out by hand to all households, using the

NHS staff where possible, and by post/email to businesses. 
5. Meeting with HDC 30th June

The minutes from the meeting are yet to be issued. Key points were:
a. The question of mapping has been resolved and a licence is due to be

issued.
b. A meeting has been arranged between Horsham Society and HDC about

conservation areas.
c. HDC would  like  to  see  the  AECOM & Interim  Reports  before  they  are

published.
d. HDC have changed their offer of support as shown on their website.
e. The Town Vision Workshop was discussed.

6. Working Groups
a. Development and Conservation

No update 

b. Businesses
A  meeting  was  being  held  at  HDC  on  6th July  with  the  Economic
Development team and the Digital Hub group.

c. Green Spaces 
Questions had been prepared for the survey. 

7. Horsham Town Vision
Those who had attended thought it was a good meeting. The presentation
had been circulated. It was thought that some of the presentation could have
been  written  by  the  Forum  from  our  findings.  Horsham  Blueprint’s
“Marketplace of Ideas” document was circulated following the workshop and
had received some favourable feedback.

8. Events
a. The Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 27th June. The meeting

was poorly attended due to the England football game. Frances expressed
disappointment  with  the  poor  attendance  from  Denne  and  Trafalgar
Neighbourhood Councils.

b. The Group discussed arrangements for Sparks in the Park on Sunday 10th 
July.

9. Evidence
The Interim Report draft is nearly complete. There will be a full colour version,
a printer-friendly version and the newsletter discussed earlier.

10. Projects
Diane requested that Ayshe Court Lakes be included as a project. Forest NC
are applying for Operation Watershed funds for a flooding issue. These were
unlikely to be available for Ayshe Court Lakes.



11. AOB
a. There is a problem with the old website still displaying on Google. Frances

is to get this fixed.
b. Frances explained the process of removing the telephone kiosk in Redkiln

Way. There is another kiosk in East Street which is in a poor state of repair
and needs adopting or removing.

6. Next Meetings

Steering Group Monday 1st August
All at 7.30pm at the Rehoboth Baptist Church.
Meeting closed 9.30pm


