
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum: Steering Group Meeting 

5th January 2015 

At Rehoboth Baptist Church  

Note of Meeting 

Present:   

Frances Haigh (Chair) Mike Dancy Andrew Cooke 

David Searle Diane Sumpter  

   

Apologies for Absence:   

Trudie Mitchell Graham Sitton  Mary Crosbie 

Claire Millar Richard Plant  

 

1. Introduction 

The chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and announced the apologies. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting were delayed and would be brought to the next meeting. 

3. Application for Designation 

Frances explained to the group the options being put forward by HDC. This was for the area to be 

kept as is, but for the forum to be designated as a business forum. The alternative was for the area 

to exclude the town centre and then the forum could be designated as a residential forum. The 

requirement for a business forum is that the area should be “wholly or predominantly business in 

nature”. A business forum would produce a plan in exactly the same way as a residential forum, 

involving the local businesses in accordance with the objectives set out in the Constitution. The 

only difference would be that there would need to be two separate referenda, one for the business 

community and one for the residents. If the result should be different, then HDC would need to 

decide whether the plan should be made. If the town centre is excluded from the area, then there 

were questions about how this would affect the residents of that area who would not have a voice 

in any neighbourhood planning process unless some other organisation came forward to apply to 

be a forum for the town centre. There were also questions as to how an inspector might judge the 

referendum area for both referenda. 

The steering group did not accept that a business forum was appropriate for a market town like 

Horsham. They agreed that if nothing more was heard by Friday 6th January, then Frances was to 

write to Brandon Lewis MP, Minister at the DCLG, and copied to Francis Maude MP to ask him to 

intervene and emphasising that the delays caused by HDC meant the loss of funding which was 

required to be returned. 



The steering group were also concerned that the requirements would cause confusion to many 

who would not understand why this should be a business forum. The steering group also agreed to 

continue to take advice from Dave Chetwyn and Angela Koch. 

4. Finance 

Diane reported that the bank account had finally been opened. The balance of funds held by Forest 

NC was to be transferred. Since the previous meeting, the following expenditure had been 

incurred:- 

SurveyMonkey membership     £299.00 

Web Domain      £63.98 

Imagine Places Ongoing Support   £494.40 

Imagine Places Advance Booking   £494.40 

Stationery      £15.18 

Display Panels      £378.00 

It was agreed that the remaining funds of £3041.61 would need to be returned to CDF. The account 

at HTCP was to be kept open for when further funds are received. 

5. Website 

There was a discussion about who could do our website. Frances is to ask Nik Butler. Mike is to ask 

Rob Cole for any contacts. 

6. Neighbourhood Plans 

a.  Southwater PC is progressing with its plan. They would like to meet with the adjoining 

parishes and neighbourhood councils. Dates are being discussed. 

b. Nuthurst PC plan consultation has closed. 

   

7. Queen Street Project 

Frances briefed the group about a project with BlockBuilders (www.blockbuilders.co.uk) which 

was to take place on Friday 16th January. She had been approached about this over Christmas, and 

had visited Tanbridge House School on 2nd January  to discuss the arrangements. Up to 16 primary 

school children were being invited to re-design Horsham using Minecraft. Various guests were 

being invited to see the presentation at the end of the session, including Francis Maude MP. 

Frances is supplying photos of Queen Street to help with this project and will be taking a display to 

the school. 

The Tanbridge meeting also considered how to develop Horsham into a Tech Hub. There is a follow 

up to this late in February, but it is expected to include other events which will be of interest to 

Horsham Blueprint.  

8. Members Update 

A newsletter was sent to members before Christmas, with the latest update on the designation.  

http://www.blockbuilders.co.uk/


9. Any Other Business.  

a. Community Facilities – what information does HDC hold? Frances still to investigate. 

b. HTCP is applying for its next funding for Riverside Walk. They will be contacting schools for 

their input. 

c. Survey 

The survey is still on-going. SurveyMonkey can do multiple surveys so we could survey children and 

teenagers. Mike, David and Andrew are to meet to progress this. 

 

Meeting Closed 9pm. 

Next Meeting:  Monday 2nd February 2015, 7.30pm, Rehoboth Baptist Church 

 


