
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Minutes of Meeting held 6th June 2016 at Rehoboth Baptist 
Church
Present: Frances Haigh, Andrew Cooke, Ron Bates, David Searle, Graham Sitton, 
Mary Crosbie, Diane Sumpter
Apologies: Peter Silburn

1. Minutes of Last Meeting 
There was a correction to the previous minutes which did not include mention
of the Lewes report.  They were then approved.

2. Finance
Diane issued the accounts for 2015/16. These are to be presented to the AGM
for approval.
The Project Plan and Finance projections are still being worked on. Estimates
need to be calculated for the interim report,  the survey and events up to
Christmas. Frances has updated the Diary and is to send the Project Plan to
Andrew for updating.

3. Meeting with HDC
The question of mapping is still unresolved. Andrew suggested we could use
open source mapping for some purposes.
There was an issue about Public Rights of Way. This is to be put forward as a
project alongside the neighbourhood plan. 

4. Working Groups
a. Development and Conservation

Work has been undertaken on site assessment. Diane requested an official
email  to  the  Neighbourhood  Councils  detailing  the  sites  which  are  being
assessed. The schedule was due to be submitted by 13th June to AECOM. 

b. Businesses
Frances had met with Clare Mangan at HDC. The results of the HDC Economic
Survey  are  to  be  shared  with  us.  Comments  regarding  our  survey  were
awaited.

c. Transport, Cycling & Accessibility
No progress has been made with forming this group.

d. Green Spaces (Subject to change of name)
Diane had held a meeting for this Working Group. The NCs were each looking
at their own areas. Questions had been prepared for the survey. Justification
for green spaces should be that it provides an amenity. There was some base
evidence  in  the  2005  Neighbourhood  Appraisal  and  the  steering  group
considered that this major piece of work by the community should be used to
inform and underpin the neighbourhood plan.

5. Horsham Town Vision
The Steering Group expressed concern that there had been very short notice
for  HDC’s  Town Vision  Workshop and that  the time of  day would make it
difficult for many people – including District Councillors - to attend, especially



due to work and holiday commitments. Frances was to ask for an advance
briefing at the next Liaison Group meeting for those who cannot attend.

6. Surveys
The draft survey has been produced on SurveyMonkey. Diane asked if it can
be condensed and if a question could be included about a town council. It was
discussed how the survey would be distributed to all households.

7. Events
a. The Annual General Meeting is to be held on Monday 27th June at 7.30pm

at Rehoboth Baptist Church. A newsletter has been sent out informing all
members. An advert is to be placed in the papers.

b. It had been hoped that community groups could share a large marquee at
Sparks in the Park. However, this had proved too costly, so there were to
be several gazebos instead as in previous years.

8.  Evidence
Work has begun on the Interim Report which will show the progress to date
with preparing the neighbourhood plan. The Lewes report is being used as a
guide.

9. AOB
David commented that he was pleased there is more recognition of Horsham
Blueprint.

6. Next Meetings

AGM Monday 27th June
Steering Group Monday 4th July
All at 7.30pm at the Rehoboth Baptist Church.

Meeting closed 9.20pm


