
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

 

Minutes of Meeting held 7th March 2016 at Rehoboth Baptist Church 

Present: Frances Haigh, Diane Sumpter, Andrew Cooke, Peter Silburn, Ron Bates, David Searle, 
Graham Sitton, Trudie Mitchell 

 
Apologies: Mary Crosbie,  

 
1. Resignation 

Claire Millar has resigned as Secretary as she is finding it harder and harder to give enough time 
to Blueprint. The Chair will be writing to Claire to thank her for her contribution on behalf of the 
Steering Group. The Group also asked that Claire be asked if she would consider helping again 
when we assemble the final plan.  

 
2. Minutes of Last Meeting  

These were approved. 
 
3.   Working Groups 
a. Ageing Population 

A meeting was held on the 1st March and Minutes had been issued. These included some 
questions for surveys. David reported that the main news was that Janice Leeming is standing 
down from Age UK Horsham. It is to be hoped her successor will continue as a member of the 
team. 
 

b. Development and Conservation 
Ron had circulated the Minutes of the first three meetings. Jeremy Knight, Curator of Horsham 
Museum, had attended the most recent meeting and this had been a very valuable 
contribution. 
 
A summary of key policy decisions arising from this group’s work is being maintained for 
consolidation with policies produced by the other working groups. 

 
c. Businesses 

 A drop in meeting for businesses had been arranged for 16th March at the Anchor Hotel. The 
Forum had been given some design work for the newsletter and this had gone to businesses 
with email. The print version is on order and should be sent out by Friday 11th March. A town 
planner, Andy Watson, has offered support and will be attending the business drop in. 
 

d. Transport  
 This group has not met as yet. 
 
e. Open Spaces 

This group had not met as yet. Various names were put forward for the group. Frances is to 
check that she has sent Graham all the email addresses. 

 
4. Marketing & Events 

Plans for the Imagine Horsham event are progressing. An update to the steering group would 
be sent out week beginning 14th March. Visitors to the event would be asked for their email 
addresses so that they can be sent the survey. Frances is to liaise with Peter about photos.  
 
The Forum had excellent coverage in the WSCT on 3rd March, including the editorial column. 



The Forum had been given an updated image by Hub Graphics, who also designed the business 
newsletter.  
 

 
5.  Finance 

Funding had been received of £1227 from Groundwork out of the possible £14k. Technical Support 
from AECOM had also been awarded and this was to take place shortly. 

 
Both Forest and Denne Neighbourhood Councils had agreed to donate £1000 towards the cost of 
the Plan. Frances had formally acknowledged Blueprint’s appreciation. No contribution has been 
received from Trafalgar Neighbourhood Council. The account balances were £2335.80 in the main 
account and £1227 in the HTCP account.  
 
All invoices for the Groundwork funded project are to be with Diane before the end of March. 

 
6. Community Engagement 

 
a. Forest Neighbourhood Council 

The newsletter is being sent out 11th March. There is a Placecheck on 16th April at Comptons 
Lane. 

b. Denne Neighbourhood Council 
The newsletter is due out by the 25th March. 

c. Trafalgar Neighbourhood Council 
The newsletter is being sent out. 

d. Schools 
Millais School has sent a letter on our behalf to all the parents. Some email replies have been 
received. 
Horsham Nursery School is interested in having a pocket park near the top lake of the Ayshe 
Court Lakes. This is possibly on WSCC land but would be a good community use.  
 

 
Frances and Diane are to liaise about the AGM which is due in May/June. 
 
7. Website and Stickyworld 

 
Andrew reported that the website was being fine-tuned to reflect the new look and typeface.  

 
Stickyworld issues were still outstanding. Peter had provided feedback which Frances needs to 
report to the Stickyworld support team. There are concerns about its use as a conversation tool 
and how to get enough feedback to the comments made. 

 
 
8. Evidence 

There were now almost 1400 comments from the community engagement. These are being 
analysed so they can be reported back at Imagine Horsham and on the website. 
There was a discussion about how surveys would be developed.  It was agreed that a working 
group should be formed to consolidate questions. Andrew and Trudie are to liaise about this. All 
the working groups are to submit their questions for inclusion in the survey. The preparation is to 
be finished by the end of April so that outcomes from Imagine Horsham can be included. 

 
 



9.  Other Business 
a. Horsham Welcome Walks are to be held by the Horsham Society starting from 3rd April at 

2.30pm, Sundays and Wednesdays. There is a leaflet and also details on line. 
b. A meeting has been arranged by Dr Chris Lyons to meet with Horsham Blueprint and the 

Neighbourhood Councils to discuss the integration of the Horsham Vision and the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
10. Next Meetings 
 
Monday April 4th, Thursday April 28th   at 7.30pm at the Rehoboth Baptist Church. 

 
 
Meeting closed 9.30pm 
 


