
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum 

 

Minutes of Meeting held 8th February 2016 at Rehoboth Baptist Church 

 

Present: Frances Haigh, Diane Sumpter, Andrew Cooke, Peter Silburn, Ron Bates, David Searle, 
Graham Sitton, 

 
Apologies: Mary Crosbie, Claire Millar, Trudie Mitchell,  

 

 
1. Minutes of Last Meeting  
These were approved. 
 
2. Working Groups 
a. Ageing Population 

The next meeting is scheduled for the 1st March. David Searle met with the HDC Health & 
Well-being team to discuss the Age Friendly Town concept. They liked this idea but were not 
supportive. It was suggested a “Code of Practice” would be needed. 

 
b. Development and Conservation 

Two meetings had been arranged and two more were scheduled. The minutes were made 
available to the Steering Group. One policy had been identified in support of the three 
existing conservation areas, and another five were being proposed in accordance with a 
Horsham Society document. The WG was advised to take account of the following 
documents. 
i. Horsham Town Design Statement 2008 
ii. Local Plan Review of Areas of Special Character 
iii. Horsham Town Local List 
Advice was being sought from Maggie Williams about the timing and wording of a “Call for 
Sites” advert. 
A summary of key policy decisions arising from this group’s work is being maintained for 
consolidation with policies produced by the other working groups. 

 
c. Businesses 

Frances had still to arrange the first meeting for this group. Progress was being made with 
the business contacts list and producing a business newsletter. Andrew had researched 
other business surveys to be used as a basis for a survey.  

 
d. Open Spaces 

Diane, Graham and Sue Brundish of Horsham in Bloom were to liaise about this group. There 
was a suggestion that an event is held of “Beating the Bounds” and marking the route with 
ribbon. 

 
 
3. Marketing Campaign 
The Forum had been offered the use of a shop in Swan Walk and the Swan Mosaic over the weekend 
of the 8th April. David and Frances had been to look at the possible units and started to plan the 
event. Frances was to summarise their discussions so far and further meetings were to be held to 
create an action plan. Diane is to book the boards from the Museum. Ron suggested that we ask for 
a regular slot in the WSCT to keep people informed. 



 
4. Finance 
Funding had been granted for £1227 from Groundwork out of the possible £14k. This needed to go 
to the HTCP Blueprint account. Frances and Diane were to complete the necessary forms. Frances 
had also had a conversation with AECOM about Technical Support and a decision was awaited.  
Forest Neighbourhood Council had agreed to donate £1000 towards the cost of the Plan. Frances is 
to formally acknowledge Blueprint’s appreciation. 
 
5. Community Engagement 

 
Suggestions were made about how we could contact pre-schools. Graham is to look into this. Ron 
was concerned that we need to raise awareness further such as by notices on noticeboards at Tesco, 
GP surgeries and at the library. This needs to be taken into account with the April event. 
 
Andrew is to talk to Horsham Churches Together. 
 
A Placecheck is due in Forest Neighbourhood in February. More of these will be needed to help 
identify problem areas and opportunities for development for the working groups. 
 
Frances and Diane are to liaise about the AGM which is due in May/June. 
 
6. Website and Stickyworld 
 
Andrew reported that the website was progressing. Twitter was linked in and Stickyworld will follow. 
Any further comments needed to be sent to Andrew by 12th February.  
There was a question about whether the Terms of Reference for the Working Groups and their 
minutes would be on the site.  
 
Stickyworld was still causing a concern as users were reporting problems. Frances asked for anyone 
using it to let her know where they had problems so she could advise the Stickyworld support team. 
 
 
7. Other Business 
Ron said that there had been a public appeal about the application for Prewetts Mill and the result is 
due in 4-5 weeks. 
 
8. Next Meetings 
 
March 7th at 7.30pm at the Rehoboth Baptist Church. 

 
 
Meeting closed 9.45 pm. 
 


