
Horsham
Blueprint

Neighbourhood Forum update August 2016

Interim Report & Survey
Our town. Our vision. Our plan.

Neighbourhood Planning what goes where in 
our neighbourhood in 2016-2030

Let us know your views

Over the last few years, we have been asking you what you value about
Horsham and what you wish for its future. We analysed the answers and 
brought some key ideas to you at Imagine Horsham in Swan Walk in April
for further comments. 

We have now collated all of the ideas and prepared an Interim Report that 
shows the themes and ideas that matter most to our residents, businesses 
and visitors.

Please fill in our survey by 30th September
Details on back page

We look forward to hearing from you.

Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
working with Horsham Denne, Forest & Trafalgar Neighbourhood Councils 
on behalf of residents and businesses of Horsham Town unparished area.



Age Friendly town

Horsham has an image as an age-
ing town. Many of your comments 
reflect the need to help older peo-
ple access the Town and its facili-
ties easily and to help them stay 
included, healthy and active. This 
is equally true for people with dis-
abilities.

- If an older person cannot get out 
and about locally, they are at risk 
of becoming “a prisoner in their 
own home” -

- We also know that many young 
families are moving into the new 
housing developments around 
the town.

Children and young people also 
need green spaces, good paths 
and crossings, places to meet and 
to be active, good public trans-
port, cycle routes and to feel safe.

Throughout our plan we will en-
deavour to ensure that the poli-
cies address these needs, building 
on the Community Spirit that ex-
ists here and creating an enviro-
ment that welcomes everyone, 
young and not so young.

One message which came across very strongly was 
the value placed on Horsham as a market town. Resi-
dents, both longstanding and newcomers, young and 
old, value the town for its character, its distinctive-
ness, its accessibility, its green spaces and its indepen-
dent traders. 

They asked that we protect it, help it to retain its com-
munity spirit and friendliness, and preserve the es-
sence of what makes it such a great place to live and 
work. 

Our policies will reflect this so that the Town contin-
ues to embody this community spirit and attractive-
ness which are its key strengths., while embracing 
new opportunities that help to maintain its vibrancy.

We propose that all development 
must recognise and accommodate 
the needs of all those who live in 
our community so that no-one 
feels excluded or isolated and
unable to be fully active in
the community.

Policies & Projects

We will include policies for:
+ Housing for all stages of life 
+ Public facilities to enable residents and visitors to enjoy our

attractive, pleasant town in comfort and safety
+ Good routes for those travelling on foot, by bike or by wheelchair
+ Growing and supporting new businesses

The policies will sit alongside projects which are identified by resi-
dents and businesses. These projects will be delivered by community 
groups using the S106 or CIL funds that arise as a result of the plan.

Full details are in the Interim Report.

This was one of the most exciting ideas that we received: a real
lightbulb moment! 

Promoting Horsham as a Marketplace of Ideas, blends together the 
old and the new, enabling our traditional market town to reinvent 
itself for the 21st Century.

We wish to build from the existing digital and creative businesses, 
developing Horsham as a Digital Hub and increasing local employ-
ment opportunities.

Marketplace
of Ideas

We wish to encourage
entrepreneurship by providing 
a good selection of coworking 
spaces and workshops, right in 
the heart of the town, as part 
of an innovation zone.

Housing & Employment

We can choose to designate sites for housing and 
employment. Our Call for Sites led to three sites 
being proposed by developers, and we have identi-
fied other sites where we think that there may be a 
need for regeneration. 

These are being assessed on our behalf by AECOM 
consultants. If there are other sites we should 
consider, please let us know. Details of information 
required can be found on our website
www.horshamblueprint.org

Green Spaces

Very many of the comments we received showed 
how much the landscape and greenery is valued 
within the town. There were requests for more to 
be done to add to the landscaping and planting, 
particularly in the town centre in Carfax, West 
Street and Bishopric.

Even in Queen Street, there were suggestions of 
the need for planting to obscure dull bricks. De-
signs produced by children in Minecraft, included 
gardens, trees, community gardens and farms. 
We will be protecting green spaces where we can 
and encouraging more planting of trees to provide 
shade and reduce flood risk.



Walkable Town

Future development should recognise the value of 
the historic road structure and twittens and both 
enable and facilitate the “walkability” of the town. 

This adds to the sense of place, making it attractive 
to visit and encouraging people to meet and linger. 
This accessibility is important for inclusion and re-
ducing isolation, as well as for enhancing the sense 
of safety that exists within the town.

Health & Wellbeing

A major concern was the need for better health 
provision. We think there is scope to address this 
with redevelopment of the Hurst Road public sec-
tor sites to provide integrated health and social 
care, as well as retirement housing. 

The site has good public transport links and acces-
sibility to the town centre. This would help to main-
tain important family and community links across 
the generations.

Let us know what you think about the ideas so far.
Our surveys for residents and businesses are
online here:

Horshamblueprint.org/survey/ 

Alternatively, contact us on 07716 976088
and we will send you a paper version.

Horsham Blueprint was designated as a Business Neighbourhood Forum by 
Horsham District Council in June 2015. The Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to 
two referendums: one for businesses and one for residents.

Horsham Blueprint is funded by: Community Development Foundation; Horsham 
District Council; Groundwork; Forest Neighbourhood Council; Denne Neighbour-
hood Council and by the many individuals and businesses who  generously give 
their time, help and sponsorship to produce the Neighbourhood Plan.

horshamblueprint@gmail.com
@blueprintNF 
horshamblueprint.org

HoRsHam BluepRInT
Unit 10,
MBE Horsham,
33 Queen Street,
Horsham,
RH13 5AA

Is Horsham too car-centric?

Traffic - too much, too fast, too dangerous

Parking - not enough, too expensive, 
blocking residential streets.

How should we deal with it?

How do we make Horsham more acces-
sible on foot, by bike and by bus?

Do we need lower speeds in residential 
roads?

More traffic calming? If so, where?

How do we create a cycle network that 
makes cycling safe for all age groups and 
abilities?

As more people move in to the Town
Centre to live, our Town will become 
more congested. Our policies need to 
address “walkability” and “living streets” 
issues so that our town remains acces-
sible and safe for all residents, workers 
and visitors.


