
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum

Minutes of Meeting held 1st August 2016 at Rehoboth Baptist 
Church
Present: Frances Haigh, Andrew Cooke, David Searle, Graham Sitton, Mary 
Crosbie, Diane Sumpter
Trudie Mitchell, Peter Silburn, Ron Bates

Visitor: Pauline Stevens, Marilyn Thomas

1. Minutes of Last Meeting 
These were approved.

2. Matters Arising
None

3. Finance
Diane reported that the bank balances were £1720.72 and £3.77. There were
several cheques to pay including for Sparks in the Park and for insurance.

It was agreed that Diane, David and Ron would prepare the project financial
plan. Frances is to supply the updated project plan file.

4. Surveys
The  Group  discussed  delivery  of  the  newsletter  and  printed  surveys.
Questions were asked about how we need to demonstrate engagement and
Frances  is  to  circulate  some  guidance  about  this  from  other  areas  and
Locality. The Group discussed further the options for delivering the newsletter.
It was agreed that printed surveys would be available with SAE for those who
request  them.  Surveys  would  be  distributed  by  other  networks  such  as
nurses, GPs, Age UK for those who might not otherwise be reached or who
would not have access to a computer. The newsletter is to include details of
support with completing the survey. The surveys are to be returned by 30th

September.

Printed surveys would need to be entered into Survey Monkey for analysis.
Trudie, Graham and David Moore have offered to help with this. 
The QR code is available and a phone number will be available by 7th August.
The final survey is to be circulated to all the steering group. The survey will
be put on the website once it is finalised.

5. Meeting with HDC 28th July
The meeting was cancelled as there was not enough to discuss at this stage.
a. The End User Licence had been received but the Group had queries about

it which are to be discussed with HDC.
b. There was no update on the Town Vision. Trudie has asked HDC to provide

details  of  the  West  Sussex  Growth Plan.  This  is  to  be included on  the
agenda for the next meeting with HDC.

6. Working Groups
a. Development and Conservation



The report from AECOM is awaited at the end of August.
John  Steele  had  provided  papers  for  the  bid  for  technical  support  for
assessment of one of the Conservation Areas. Horsham Society members
are to undertake training to help with this work. 

b. Businesses
A meeting was held at HDC on 6th July with the Economic Development
team and the Digital Hub group. This will be kept as a regular meeting. 
Ron and Frances had attended Exel Networking Group in support of the
Digital Hub and Hack Horsham.
Horsham  Unlimited  had  not  progressed  further  with  a  workshop  for
Councillors.  A  sub-group  of  Horsham  Unlimited  has  been  formed  for
hospitality and food and beverage businesses.
Marilyn Thomas asked if the Forum was working with FSB and BNI. Frances
said she had met with Ann Swain in December and was aware of plans to
relaunch the Chamber of Commerce in Horsham. Marilyn is to contact Ann
to find out how businesses can be more involved.

c. Green Spaces 
There had not been any recent meetings.

7. Events
The Group discussed whether there was a need for more events at this 
stage to help maintain our presence. It was decided to request a stall in 
the Carfax or on the Swans towards the end of August. This would be to 
hand out print versions of the survey and to help our name recognition. 
Posters and a banner would be needed, as well as a press release and the 
newsletter. Twitter and Facebook would also be used.

8. Evidence
The Interim Report is being finalised. There will  be a full  colour version, a
printer-friendly version and the newsletter, promoting the Interim report and
the surveys.

9. AOB
a. There is a problem with the old website still displaying on Google. Frances

is to get this fixed.
b. Meetings with stakeholders need to be arranged once the first draft plan is

available.
c. Diane requested that exercise equipment for adults for Bennetts Field be

added to the project list. 
d. Pauline advised that the GPs are adopting a new approach, Communities

of Practice.

6. Next Meetings

Steering Group Monday 5th September
All at 7.30pm at the Rehoboth Baptist Church.
Meeting closed 9.40pm


