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Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Annual General Meeting

Thursday  28th November 2019 at 7.30pm

Chaired by:  Andrew Cooke 

Attendance and apologies at end.

1. Welcome
Andrew introduced  himself   and  thanked  everyone  for  taking  the time to  attend the
Annual General Meeting (AGM).

2. Approval of Minutes

3.  The approval of the minutes of the last AGM meeting dated 15 th September 2018 was
proposed by Diane Sumpter and seconded by Ron Bates and the meeting minutes were
approved.

4. Chair’s Report

Overall the progress of preparing the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan in the last fourteen
months has been slow but has accelerated in recent months. The delay in the early
months of the period was due to the late opening of the DCLG/ Locality funding round.
Once the founding round was opened the application was submitted with the grant award
confirmation received at the end of July 2019. Since the award of funding good progress
has been achieved. 

The award of funding from Locality facilitated the employment of a Planning Consultant
to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan.  A call for “Expressions of Interest” was advertised
on the Blueprint Website to which three consultants responded. 

The Steering Group then interviewed all three planning consultants  and selected Alison
Eardley Consulting as the best price and service offered. 

The Regulation 14 requirement for formal public  consultation to provide stakeholders,
covering the unparished are of Denne, Trafalgar and Forest, the opportunity to make
comment should be during January 2020. 

Following this consultation the plan is amended as required and a consultation report in 
prepared. The revised draft plan and consultation document is then submitted to 
Horsham District Council (HDC) who check the plan for for legal compliance. Assuming 
there are no issues HDC then publicises the proposal for minimum 6 weeks inviting  
representations and    notifies consultation bodies referred to in the consultation 
statement. In addition to this an independent examiner is appointed.

The  independent examiner reviews proposed neighbourhood plan and issues a report
to Horsham District  Council.  HDC publishes the report  and considers the report  and
publishes its own view of the proposed neighbourhood plan.  

HDC then decides if the plan should go forward to public referendum. The timing of a
public referendum would likely be late Spring to early Summer of 2020.

The Neighbourhood plan will address  the following:

- Spatial Strategy



- Housing

- Character, Heritage and Design

- Horsham Town Centre and the Wider Local Economy

- Environment and Green Space

- Transport and Movement

- Community Facilities

With the policies relating to the above underpinned by clear  objectives:

Objective 1: To safeguard, conserve, protect and enhance the historic character of
the Area, including its Conservation Areas and heritage assets and their settings.

Objective 2: To  safeguard green space, where it contributes to the wider green and
blue infrastructure and/or is demonstrably special, for instance where it contributes to
local character, biodiversity, recreation or tranquillity. 

Objective 3:  To protect and improve community, recreational, sporting and leisure
facilities and be an integrated, balanced and resilient community, catering for diverse
and changing needs across all age and social groups.

Objective 4:  To ensure that development is well designed, is in-keeping with local
character and does not put adverse pressure on the roads, publicly available car
parking and 

Objective 5:  To encourage new housing that  provides  opportunities for  first-time
buyers  and  young  families  to  move  into  or  remain  in  the  area  and  provide
opportunities for older people wishing to downsize.

Objective  6: To  have  a  network  of  attractive  streets  and  public  spaces,  which
encourages pedestrian use and cycling, particularly for shorter journeys, and which
moves the balance away from the dominance of cars, improves access within the
area and to the surrounding settlements and countryside.

Objective 7: To support Horsham Town as a distinctive market town with a lively
shopping experience and an eclectic mix of retail and complementary uses/facilities
and a safe and welcoming evening economy to meet the needs of residents and
visitors.

Objective 8: For the area to have a competitive edge as a good place to start and
build  a business,  particularly  in  the digital  and energy  sectors,  and to support  a
sustainable local economy that provides high quality local employment.

Objective 9: To support initiatives and schemes that offset the impacts of climate
change and create a low-carbon neighbourhood

An update on progress will be sent out to all those people who have registered interest in
the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan once the plan has been submitted for formal public
consultation.

Andrew Cooke concluded the Blueprint Report by thanking everyone for attending the
Blueprint AGM and asked if the Report raised any questions.



Question  1 – How can the Plan help protect green spaces.  Discussion took place
and  Alison  Eardley  explained  that  in  the  Plan  green  spaces  are  well  covered
including Horsham Park. Maintenance of green spaces is also covered although this
aspect will require volunteers of which there are too few. It was put forward by those
attending the meeting that consultation on green spaces does take place with the
local  authority  but  not  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  green  space  to  work  for  the
community is included.

Question  2   –  How  can  the  Plan  help  with  providing  more  affordable  housing.
Discussion took place and Alison Eardley explained that the numbers of affordable
housing is of concern, as 85% of local house prices in Horsham is still a large sum of
money. Also affordable housing as a percentage of new build developments needs to
be pressured by residents to keep to the 35% figure as set out in the HDC Plan.

Question  3 – How can the Plan help protect Chesworth Farm and adjoining fields as
a green space.  Discussion took place considering what action could be taken with
respect to Muggeridge Field currently owned by West Sussex County Council. It was
noted that this has been the target of planning applications in the past  for housing
which have been rejected by the planning inspector when the application has gone to
appeal. It was agreed that the Steering Group with Alison Eardley will look to see if
this site can be included in the Plan in some way; although it was noted that this may
challenging to do for various reasons (size, currently no public access etc).

Question  4  – How can the Plan  help  protect  the  environment  by  reducing  car
dominance on the towns roads.  Discussion took place and it  was explained that
WSCC were preparing their own Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plan which
should  be  published  shortly.  It  was  agreed  that  Blueprint  will  review  the  WSCC
LCWIP to see what can be included in the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan.

5. Treasurer’s Report
The accounts as at 31 March 2019 are attached.  Diane Sumpter went through the accounts.
The funding from Locality who award the grant for the employment of a Planning Consultant
to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan was received after the 31st March 2019. 

Diane Sumpter  explained that once the Neighbourhood Plan is ready for the Regulation 14
consultation Blueprint will apply for further funding from Locality in the region of £5,000, this
should be  by the end of January 2020; the funding will then be up to the total allowed of
£17,000. 

Blueprint has to work within tight time restraints with regard to the funding it received, in
genaral if the money is not spent by the 31st March 2020 it has to be returned to Locality;
however under certain circumstances  Locality may allow funding to “roll over” to the next
financial year.

Diane Sumpter explained that HDC will not help with any additional funding and will not help
with mapping which is necessary when preparing the neighbourhood plan, fortunately an
alternative source for the mapping required is available but the cost is yet to be quantified. 

6. Election of Steering Group
The following nominations to the Steering Group were agreed at the AGM:



 Graham Sitton
 Diane Sumpter (Horsham Forest Neighbourhood Council)
 Trudie Mitchell (Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council)
 Martin Boffey 
 Andrew Cooke
 Ron Bates (Horsham Society).

  
It was emphasised that the Steering Group Meetings are open to the public and that the
Steering  Group  welcomes  participation  from  anyone  living  or  working  within  the
designated area (Forest, Denne and Trafalgar Neighbourhood Council areas) who would
like to positively contribute to the work of Blueprint.

                                                                                      
7. Election of Officers

a) Chairman  –  Andrew  Cooke  asked  the  meeting  if  there  were  any  proposers  for
Chairman. There were none.

b) Deputy Chairman –  Andrew Cooke asked the meeting if there were any proposers for
Deputy Chairman. There were none.

c) Secretary  –  Andrew  Cooke  asked  the  meeting  if  there  were  any  proposers  for
Secretary. Ron Bates was elected to continue  as Secretary.

d) Treasurer – Diane Sumpter was elected to continue in this role.

As the office of Chair and Deputy Chair remain vacant it was agreed that the Steering
Group will continue as it has done over the past year.  All Blueprint contacts know of the
vacancies but no nominations were received.

8. Any Other Business
There was none. 

Meeting closed  8.45pm

Apologies
Trudie Mitchell
Graham Sitton

Attendees
Andrew Cooke
Alison Eardley
Martin Boffey
David Hide
Ron Bates
Francis Vernon
Mark Feltham
Diane Sumpter
Ruth Fletcher
John Aldridge
Sheila Aldridge
Alison Marshall



ACCOUNTS 2018/19

                                                       HORSHAM BLUEPRINT NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 31ST MARCH 2019

  2,018.00 2019

Cashat Bank (HTCP)             5.59                5.59 
Cash at Bank (general)      1,181.92            931.92 

     1,187.51            937.51 
Represented by;-

General Fund
Balance at 31.3.18 b/f      1,735.95         1,187.51 

        548.44            250.00 

     1,187.51 937.51

HORSHAM BLUEPRINT NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

2018 2019

Income
Horsham District Council
Groundwork (formerly Community Development)
Forest NC
Denne NC
Trafalgar NC
Interest               0.02                - 

Expenditure
Monies returned to Community Development
Hire of Room     325.00     250.00 
Attendance Conference
Printing,.Postage and stationary
Postage
Stationary
Sundry costs (catering)          3.86 
Cost of consultant
Sundry costs (catering)
Advertising costs       18.00 
Indemnity insurance     201.60 
Parking          548.46     250.00 

-        548.44 -   250.00 


