
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum
Annual General Meeting

Saturday 15th September 2018 at 10.30am

Chaired by:  Andrew Cooke 

Attendance and apologies at end.

1. Welcome
Andrew introduced himself as Deputy Chair and thanked everyone for taking 
the time to attend the Annual General Meeting (AGM)                                       

2. Approval of Minutes                                                                                
The approval of the minutes of the last AGM meeting dated 14th August 2017 
was proposed by Diane Sumpter and seconded by Graham Sitton and the 
meeting minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s Report

Overall the Steering Group had hoped to have progressed further with the 
preparation of the Blueprint Neighbourhood Plan. While it is easy to feel 
despondent over the lack of progress and that we are not as far along as we 
would have liked, never the less positive progress has been made in the last 
twelve months.

The additional requirement of the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
came into being and took up considerable time with  the preparation of our 
Privacy Notice and Policy . These documents are now available on the 
Blueprint website and were explained in the Blueprint’s Summer Newsletter.

In the Summer Newsletter email it was explained that Blueprint only holds 
contact details for the purpose keeping them informed about the work of 
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum and the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Interesting as only 34 people unsubscribed themselves 
out of the 660 people registered on the mailing list.

The  Newsletter email was opened by 59.2%  (370 people) of those on the 
email contact list. This is a much better response rate than the industry 
average of around 12% for all email newsletters.

Recently the Steering Group published the Blueprint Proposed Policy list on 
the website. This is a list of some 36 proposed policies based on the public 
consultation feedback and survey findings. The link to the policy list was 
included in the email invitation to this AGM to all members and comments / 
feedback on the proposed policies are actively invited.

The published list of policies are a work in progress, the final suite of policies 
will reflect the feedback we receive and advice of the planning consultants. 
The consultants  will review the list of policies and work up the actual policies 
for inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan.

A call for “Expressions of Interest” documents  has been published  so far   3 
positive responses a have been received. The next step is to meet with the 
consultants and confirm that their final quotation includes all that is needed 
to progress the neighbourhood plan and undertake a tendering exercise. 
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Indicative costs received suggest that there could be a £5000 to £10000 
shortfall in the funding currently available to Blueprint.

Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum was set up by the unparished areas of 
Horsham of Denne, Trafalgar and Forest the funding needed to pay for 
everything that Blueprint expends money on is solely funded through grants 
from Central Government and possibly the local district council; although they
are under no legal obligation to do so.

Blueprint has recently written to the Horsham District Council Chief Executive 
to enquire if any additional funding may be available from Horsham DC. We 
await a response to our enquiry.

Although progress has not been what we would have wished, never the less 
progress has been achieved.

Finally, thank you for attending the Blueprint AGM.

Post Meeting Note: HDC have advised that no additional funding is 
available from them.

4. Treasurer’s Report
The accounts as at 31 March 2018 are attached.

5. Election of Steering Group
The following nominations to the Steering Group were agreed at the AGM:
 Steering Group members:  Graham Sitton, Diane Sumpter (Horsham Forest

Neighbourhood Council), Trudie Mitchell (Horsham Denne Neighbourhood 
Council), Andrew Cooke, and Ron Bates (Horsham Society).

 Andrew Cooke confirmed that Mary Crosbie has resigned from the Steering
Group and on behalf of all acknowledged and thanked Mary for her 
contribution.

 Diane Sumpter proposed thanks to Andrew Cooke for his good guidance 
while in the role of Deputy Chair and this was echoed by all the Committee
members present.                                                                                         

6. Election of Officers
a) Chairman – Andrew Cooke asked the meeting if there were any proposers 

for Chairman. There were none.
b) Deputy Chairman – Andrew Cooke stood down as Deputy Chairman. 

Andrew Cooke asked the meeting if there were any proposers for Deputy 
Chairman. There were none.

c) Secretary – Andrew Cooke asked the meeting if there were any proposers 
for Secretary. Ron Bates was elected to act as Secretary.

d) Treasurer – Diane Sumpter was elected to continue in this role.

As the office of Chair and Deputy Chair remain vacant it was agreed that the 
Neighbourhood Councils at their next meetings discuss these vacancies and 
decide on the way forward. All Blueprint contacts were informed of the 
vacancies by email prior to the AGM to see if there is any interest in taking on
these roles. No nominations were received.

7. Resolutions
The AGM was not quorate so the vote on the resolutions was deferred.

        
8. Any Other Business



There was a question from the floor as to Blueprint’s Aim.
An overview was given that Neighbourhood Plans were set up by Government
with the intention that local people would have the opportunity to express 
their wishes on local issues. After following the procedures laid out which 
include consultation with the public and local authority and if subsequently 
passed by referendum then the policies would have legal weight that will 
need to be taken into consideration when future plans are put forward by HDC
and WSCC. Examples of the policies currently written cover such topics as the
necessity for good design when proposing new buildings or extensions and 
alterations to existing buildings; the protection of our green spaces; the 
provision of cycle and pedestrian access routes. The current list of policies 
can be viewed on the Blueprint website.

Meeting closed 11.45am

Apologies
Trudie Mitchell
Morwen Millson
Rachel Cooke
Mike Dancy

Attendees
David Arnold
Andrew Cooke
Christine Osborne
Ron Bates
Graham Sitton
Vivien Smith
Diane Sumpter



                                                                                                                           




