
Horsham Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum Annual General Meeting

Thursday 14th October 2021 held via Zoom link

Chaired by Andrew Cooke

1. Welcome

Andrew Cooke introduced himself as Acting Chair and thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

Apologies were received from Steering Group Members: Frances Haigh, Horsham District Councillor
and Ron Bates, Secretary. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

Approval of the minutes from the last AGM held on 19 th May 2020 was proposed by Graham Sitton
and  seconded  by  Martin  Boffey.  There  were  no  objections  so  the  minutes  were  accepted  as
approved. Actions taken forward are covered in the Chair’s Report, the main one being to apply for
re-designation. 

3. Chair’s Report 

Background: The Localism Act 2011 permitted Parishes to prepare Neighbourhood Plans but in un-
parished areas this had to be done by a specifically created Neighbourhood Forum which had to be
approved by the Local Planning Authority. Neighbourhood Plans have to conform to National and
Local Plans but when adopted have legal status.   Neighbourhood Plans could choose whether to
include development sites and Horsham Blueprint decided not to include development sites. 

Time Line: 

2014 - The three Neighbourhood Councils consulted with local civic societies about the need for a
Neighbourhood Plan covering the un-parished area.

2015 - Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum was set up and received designation from Horsham District
Council. 

2016  -  After  extensive  public  consultation  an  Interim  Report  was  published  and  received  300
responses.   

2017-9 - Policies were developed

2019 - A consultant was employed to write the Neighbourhood Plan

Spring  2020  -  The  Draft  Plan  was  published  and  the  Regulation  14  consultation  received  147
responses. The revised Plan and associated documents were submitted to Horsham District Council.

June 2020 – An application was submitted to Horsham District Council  for re-designation of the
Forum as the original designation was for 5 years.

Autumn  2020  -  The  Council  did  a  fact  check  on  the  Plan  and  undertook  the  Regulation  16
consultation to ensure legal compliance and there were no significant issues



December 2020 - The Plan was submitted to an External Examiner for approval.

February 2021 – The Examiner’s Report recommended that the Plan proceed to Referendum 

Neighbourhood Plan:

The  delay  in  the  Horsham  District  Local  plan  does  not  affect  the  progress  of  the  Blueprint
Neighbourhood Plan as the latter does not include development sites. 

The  Neighbourhood  Plan  has  themed  policies  concentrating  on:  Standards  of  new  housing;
Horsham Town Centre  and the wider economy;  Environment and green spaces;  Transport  and
movement;  Community  assets  and  infrastructure;  Character,  heritage  and design;  Friendly  and
accessible to all ages. These policies received substantial support at the Regulation 14 consultation
stage.

Decision Notice: 

Horsham District  Council  has  to issue a decision notice accepting the Examiner’s  Report  which
normally triggers 8 weeks’ notice of the referendum date. However the referendum date has been
delayed;  initially  because  COVID  restrictions  made  it  difficult  to  proceed  with  the  Business
Referendum during lock down. A further delay has been caused by the need for Horsham District
Council to acquire and test new software suitable for the Business Referendum.

Referendums: 

There  will  be  two  separate  referendums  (residential  and  business).  Horsham  District  Council
proposed a date of 13th January 2022 but the Steering Committee considered this was too close to
Christmas and did not allow sufficient time for publicity. A date in February avoiding the half term
break has been suggested. 

It will be important to have a good turn out to demonstrate grass roots support.

If the results of the Referendums conflict, the decision to adopt or reject the Plan will be made by
Horsham District Council. However the Council must publish its criteria used to make a decision
prior to the referendum date.  

If the referendum supports the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan, Horsham District Council must
make a Neighbourhood Plan Order within 8 weeks, at which point the Plan has legal status.  There
has to be ongoing monitoring of compliance with the Plan.  There may be a need for revisions,
minor changes  can be done informally  but major  changes would need to go back through the
referendum process.

Questions:  



Q.  Martin  Boffey asked  how  much  publicity  can  be  undertaken  to  ensure  support  for  the
Referendum.

A.  Parishes  are  not  allowed  to  campaign  on  how  to  vote  but  can  encourage  voting;  there  is
conflicting  advice  for  Neighbourhood  Forums.  Horsham District  Council  considers  any  publicity
should be completely neutral but further advice will be sought. However Blueprint has no funds
available for publicity.  

Q. Ruth Fletcher  asked if the date of the Roffey South District Council by-election would affect the
referendum date. Part of the Forest Neighbourhood Council area falls within Roffey South.

A. The by-election date is not yet known, but Martin Boffey said that while it may be convenient to
combine election / referendum dates it may not be possible.

Diane Sumpter   asked for it to be noted that the boundaries for the Forest District Council ward
and Forest Neighbourhood Council are not co-terminous.  

4. Future of Blueprint (post referendum)

Blueprint Neighbourhood Forum has to decide whether:

To wind up the Forum and devolve decisions to the Neighbourhood Councils or

To continue until the current designation expires in 2025 as a standalone organisation working with
the  Neighbourhood  Councils.  This  would  include  monitoring  of  compliance  with  the  Plan  and
revisions if necessary.

The Steering Group currently considers that it is appropriate for Blueprint Neighbourhood Council
to continue.

Diane Sumpter pointed out that funding would be required possibly from Horsham District Council
or the Neighbourhood Councils.

Martin Boffey said that some people had been working on the Plan for a considerable time may not
wish to continue. An injection of new people and ideas would be welcome.

5. Treasurer’s Report

Diane Sumpter apologised for not circulating the accounts but said the only income for 2020-21 had
been a grant from Groundworks to pay the Consultant’s fees.

The  balance  at  March  2021  was  £749.63 but  this  has  been used to  pay  hall  hire  and  further
consultancy fees. 

The current balance is £29.66 and £81.28 is still owed to Andrew Cooke regarding website fees.

Money is needed to publicise the referendum.



Martin Boffey asked if any further grant money was available. The Steering Group will check but
there are limitations on timing and what grants can be used for. 

Martin Boffey asked how much money would be required post referendum. Diane Sumpter replied
that it depended on the use of virtual or in person meetings and website costs but estimated £200
p.a.

6. Election of Steering Committee

All  current members: Andrew Cooke, Diane Sumpter, Ron Bates,  Trudie Mitchell,  Sue Brundish,
Graham  Sitton,  Martin  Boffey,  Ruth  Fletcher,  Frances  Haigh  had  indicated  their  willingness  to
continue.

Martin Boffey suggested approaching the next Forest District Councillor and other Local Members
with responsibility for the Neighbourhood Forum area to get involved. 

7. Election of Officers

There were no new nominations, existing holders indicated their willingness to continue and there
were no objections 

Acting Chair: Andrew Cooke 

Treasurer: Diane Sumpter

Secretary : Ron Bates

8  Any Other Business 

None

The meeting closed at 8.45

Andrew Cooke thanked everyone for attending and looked forward to seeing people next year with
the Neighbourhood Plan in place. 

Slides from the presentation will be on the website and circulated to the Neighbourhood Councils
and Local District Councillors. 

Attendees (16)

Andrew Cooke, Diane Sumpter, Trudie Mitchell, Graham Sitton, Sue Brundish, Martin Boffey, Ruth
Fletcher, Tony Hogben, Jon Olson, Sara Doy, Judy Pounds, John Aldridge, Simon Garland, Stephen
Knight, Eve Alexander and Alison Marshall. 


