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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1. This document has been prepared to support the emerging Horsham Blueprint Business
Neighbourhood Plan. It provides an assessment of the open spaces within the neighbourhood
area, to ascertain whether they meet the criteria for designation as Local Green Space (LGS)
and, if so, to make recommendations for their designation.
1.2. Figure 1.1 shows a map of the Neighbourhood Area.

Figure 1.1: Map of the Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan designated area
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Policy Context
1.3. The assessment has been carried out in accordance with the paragraphs 99 to 101 of the
National Planning Policy Framework dated February 2019 (NPPF)1. It has also had full regard to
the guidance provided in the National Planning Policy Guidance2 and the Locality Toolkit for
Local Green Space designations3.
National Planning Policy Framework
1.4. Paragraphs 99 to 101 of the NPPF relate to Local Green Space:

“The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows
communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to them. Designating land
as Local Green Space should be consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and
complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces
should only be designated when a plan is prepared or updated, and be capable of enduring beyond
the end of the plan period. (para 99)
The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is:
a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;
b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for
example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing
field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and
c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. (para 100)
Policies for managing development within a Local Green Space should be consistent with those for
Green Belts.” (Para 101)

1.5.

The online planning practice guidance4 is maintained by central government and provides
further detail on how the NPPF should be interpreted and used when preparing planning
policy documents and determining planning applications.

Locality Toolkit
1.6. The Locality Toolkit5 “Neighbourhood Planning – Local Green Space. A Toolkit for
Neighbourhood Planners” was used to guide the assessment process. Two particularly
pertinent paragraphs are set out below:

1

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/
NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf
2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-localgreen-space
3
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/making-local-green-space-designationsneighbourhood-plan/
4
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
5
https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/making-local-green-space-designationsneighbourhood-plan/
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“One of the basic conditions for neighbourhood plans is achieving sustainable development. The
social, community, economic and environmental benefits of green spaces help to make local places
sustainable.
The impact of development on green spaces as part of new development will often be significant
factors in considering whether development is sustainable. Planning for green spaces needs to be
considered as an integral part of the wider planning for the area.
Care is required to ensure that green space policies are not being misused, for example through
making designations to stop development, rather than to ensure proper green space provision”.
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2. IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL LOCAL GREEN SPACES
2.1. There have been numerous audits of green space within the neighbourhood area over the past
few years. As a starting point, the group has gathered these audits and created a long list of
sites to analyse and to understand whether or not they might be further assessed as suitable for
Local Green Space designation.
2.2. Sources of green space information are:




Green Space Audit undertaken by the Horsham Society
Desktop identification of green spaces by Horsham District Council (HDC) to include in
the emerging Local Plan
Additional green spaces identified by the Horsham Blueprint Steering Committee and
Environment and Green Spaces Working Group

2.3. A total of 77 spaces were identified for evaluation, which are listed in Appendix A.
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3. METHODOLOGY
3.1. The methodology comprises three stages, to understand which sites within the Horsham
Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan area should be designated as Local Green Spaces.
3.2. Spaces have been subject to evaluations and then consulted on at Regulation 14.
3.3. The resulting shortlist of 24 sites will be included in the Submission Version (Regulation 16)
Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan.

Stage 1 – Desktop Evaluation
3.4. STAGE ONE of this evaluation involved a desktop assessment of each of the 77 green spaces
against a series of initial criteria to assist in narrowing down the list to those sites that might be
suitable for LGS designation.
3.5. The criteria applied are as follows:

1

2

Criteria
Does the site have planning permission for
development (which would result in the loss of that
space) and has construction of that development
commenced?

Assessment outcome
YES – site not suitable for LGS
designation.

Is it agricultural land that is not adjacent to a builtup areas or where there is no public or permissive
right of way over it?

YES – site not suitable for LGS
designation.

NO – site can proceed to STAGE
TWO.

Is it a verge or other small piece of land on or
adjacent to the highway?
3

NO – site can proceed to STAGE
TWO.
YES – unlikely to be suitable for
LGS designation, but could be
included in Green
Infrastructure policy.

Is it a strip of land where the only public interest is
that a public right of way passes across it?
4

NO - site can proceed to STAGE
TWO.
YES – unlikely to be suitable for
LGS designation, but could be
included in Green
Infrastructure policy.

Is the site already protected? Main designations are
set out in Figure 3.3.
5

NO - site can proceed to STAGE
TWO.
YES – if LGS is unlikely to offer
any additional benefit,
designation as an LGS is
unlikely to be suitable.
However the site could be
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included in Green
Infrastructure policy.
NO - site can proceed to STAGE
TWO.
Figure 3.1: Stage One criteria
3.6. Some green spaces already have a protective designation assigned to them, for instance the
Dog and Bacon green and Kingslea Pond are designated as Town Greens. The Stage One analysis
sets out where this is the case, to understand if an LGS designation would offer any additional
benefit. If it would not, then the area has been excluded from the LGS process. Additional
commentary is provided, however, where the site might be considered through a different
policy of the neighbourhood plan, for instance as part of the wider network of Green
Infrastructure.
3.7. The main designations considered are set out below in Figure 3.2:

Village Green Status
Village Greens receive considerable statutory protection under the following two statutes, the
Inclosure Act 1857 and the Commons Act 1876.
Section 12 of the Inclosure Act 1857 makes it a criminal offence to:
•
•
•
•


wilfully cause injury or damage to any fence on a green;
wilfully take any cattle or other animals onto a green without lawful authority;
wilfully lay any manure, soil, ashes, rubbish or other material on a green;
undertake any act which causes injury to the green (e.g. digging turf); or

undertake any act which interrupts the use or enjoyment of a green as a place of
exercise and recreation (e.g. fencing a green so as to prevent access

Section 29 of the Commons Act 1876 makes it a public nuisance to:
•

encroach on a green (e.g. extending the boundary of an abutting property so as to
exclude people from that area);

•

enclose a green (i.e. by fencing it in, whether or not the effect is to exclude public access);

•

erect any structure other than for the purpose of the better enjoyment of the green; or

•

disturb, occupy or interfere with the soil of the green (e.g. camping) other than for the
purpose of the better enjoyment of that green

The above statutes are considered to provide a greater degree of protection than that of LGS
designation.
As a result, spaces which are designated as Village Greens should not be designated as LGS.

School Playing Field
These are protected by Section 77 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (SSFA 1998)
which controls the disposal of land that has been used for playing fields for the purposes of a
7
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maintained school in the last 10 years and by Schedule 1 to the Academies Act 2010 which applies
to any school.
In cases where school playing fields are a potential site for LGS designation, it was considered
that if Section 77 of the Act applies LGS designation is not required.

Allotment
Statutory Allotment sites need the consent of the Secretary of State and other criteria to be
satisfied before disposal or loss of plots to development. See
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/allotment-disposal-guidance-safeguards-andalternatives.
In cases where statutory allotments are considered for LGS designation, it was considered that
the LGS designation is not required.
However, other allotments that do not benefit from statutory protection would benefit from
LGS designation.

Conservation Area
A conservation area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. It is protected by the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 and local and national planning policy.
Development within such areas should protect and enhance the area.
However, this was not considered to give the same degree of local protection to the space as
LGS designation.

Cemetery/ burial ground
Cemeteries, churchyards or burial grounds have special significance to individuals but, to be
designated as a Local Green Space, “particular” significance is expected, going beyond the
everyday reverence which is paid to such places.
Historic England advises that cemeteries, churchyards and burial grounds are part of a network of
green spaces in towns and cities called Green Infrastructure. They offer special places for quiet,
reflection and contemplation; and like other green spaces have an important role in mitigating
effects of climate change.
Therefore unless very special circumstances exist, such spaces are not considered suitable for
LGS designation.

Local Nature Reserve
Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are a statutory designation made under Section 21 of the National
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 by principal local authorities. They are places with
wildlife or geological features that are of special interest locally. They offer people opportunities
to study or learn about nature or simply to enjoy it.
Policy 43 of the Horsham District Planning Framework
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Whilst not a formal designation, Policy 43 (Community Facilities, Recreation and Leisure) provides
a level of protection to community facilities or services, with clause (3) stating: “Proposals that
would result in the loss of sites and premises currently or last used for the provision of community
facilities or services, leisure or cultural activities for the community will be resisted unless equally
usable facilities can be conveniently provided nearby”. Unless the specific geographical siting of
the facility is deemed important to safeguard, this policy is felt to protect the asset.
Figure 3.2: Protective designations
3.8. The Stage One criteria was applied to each of the potential sites and the outcome is detailed in
Appendix A. Figure 3.3 details the shortlist of 26 sites to be assessed at Stage Two. Site
references are taken from the table in Appendix A to enable easy cross-referencing.
Number Site Name
Denne
The Needles Recreation Ground
Tanbridge Park amenity area
Sports Ground, Cricketfield Road
Remembrance Garden and Mill Bay
Denne Road open space
Green space at centre of April Close
Communal garden within Hills Place retirement complex
Fenhurst Close Community Garden
Forest
Stanley Walk Green
Chesworth Farm
Green adjacent to Standings Court
Gardeners Court Green
New Street Green
Ayshe Court Lakes
Bennetts Field recreation ground
Bens Acre open space
New Street Gardens
Green space at Smithbarn
Residential green at Bennetts Road
Residential green, Winterton Square, New Street
Residential green adjacent to Hampshire Court, New Street
Residential green, Macleod Road
Trafalgar
Redford Avenue recreation ground
Victory Recreation Ground and football field
Pennybrook Green
Residential green, Churchill Avenue
Figure 3.3: Shortlist of 26 sites to evaluate in Stage Two

Site Ref
D8
D11
D13
D14
D17
D28
D32
D33
F1
F2
F4
F5
F7
F8
F11
F17
F26
F27
F28
F29
F30
F31
T3
T5
T12
T13
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Stage 2 – Evaluation of shortlisted sites against the NPPF criteria
3.9. Paragraph 100 of the NPPF states that the Local Green Space designation should only be used
where the green space is:
a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;
b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for
example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing
field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and
c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.
3.10. The Steering Committee (and Working Group) visited the sites and undertook research into
their use and value locally. Figure 3.3 provides an overview as to whether each site meets the
criteria, and should therefore proceed to Step Three, with a fuller description.
3.11. The Stage Two evaluation against the NPPF criteria led to one site – Chesworth Farm – being
removed from the shortlist, because of its size, leaving 25 sites progressing to Stage 3.
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Site Site Name
No.
/
Ref
Denne
D8 The Needles
Recreation Ground
D11 Tanbridge Park
amenity area
D13 Sports Ground,
Cricketfield Road
D14 Remembrance
Garden and Mill Bay
D17 Denne Road open
space
D32 Communal garden
within Hills Place
retirement complex
D33 Fenhurst Close
Community Garden
Forest
F1
Stanley Walk Green
F2
Chesworth Farm

Close to the
community?

Demonstrably special?
Beauty
Historic



Tranquil

Wildlife






Recreation




























Local in
character

Commentary



Proceed to Stage Three



Proceed to Stage Three



Proceed to Stage Three



Proceed to Stage Three



Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three




























X

Proceed to Stage Three

Proceed to Stage Three
Considered too large a
site. The site is owned
by HDC and has a
recently adopted
Management Plan,
which is felt to
safeguard it from
development that
would significantly
impact on it. The site
should be included with
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Site
No.
/
Ref

F4

Site Name

Green adjacent to
Standings Court
F5
Gardeners Court
Green
F7
New Street Green
F8
Ayshe Court Lakes
F11 Bennetts Field
recreation ground
F17 Bens Acre open
space
F26 New Street gardens
F27 Green space at
Smithbarn
F28 Residential green at
Bennetts Road
F29 Residential green,
Winterton Square,
New Street
F30 Residential green
adjacent to
Hampshire Court,
New Street
F31 Residential green,
Macleod Road
Trafalgar

Close to the
community?

Demonstrably special?
Beauty
Historic

Recreation

Tranquil

Wildlife

Local in
character

Commentary

the network of green
infrastructure
Proceed to Stage Three













Proceed to Stage Three









Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three




















Proceed to Stage Three









Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three





















Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three

Proceed to Stage Three












Proceed to Stage Three
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Site
No.
/
Ref
T2

Site Name

Close to the
community?

Demonstrably special?
Beauty
Historic

Recreation

Redford Avenue

recreation ground
T5
Victory Recreation
Ground and football

field
T12 Pennybrook Green

T13 Residential green,

Churchill Avenue
Figure 3.3: Stage 2: Summary of evaluation of sites against the NPPF criteria

Tranquil

Wildlife

Local in
character









Commentary

Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three










Proceed to Stage Three
Proceed to Stage Three
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Stage 3 – Full descriptions of the proposed Local Green Spaces
3.12. Full descriptions, including photographs and maps of the 25 sites proposed as Local Green
Spaces have been developed and are included in Appendix B. The sites, numbered from 1 to 25
are:
DENNE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The Needles Recreation Ground (D8)
Tanbridge Park amenity area (D11)
Sports Ground, Cricketfield Road (D13)
Remembrance Gardens and Mill Bay (D14)
Denne Road open space (D17)
Green space at centre of April Close (D28)
Communal space within Hills Place retirement complex (D32)
Fenhurst Close Community Garden (D33)

FOREST
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Stanley Walk green (F1)
Green adjacent to Standings Court (F4)
Gardeners Court (F5)
New Street Green (F7)
Ayshe Court Lakes (F8)
Bennetts Field Recreation Ground (F11)
Bens Acre open space (F17)
New Street Gardens (F26)
Green space at Smithbarn (F27)
Residential green at Bennetts Road (F28)
Residential green, Winterton Square, New Street (F29)
Residential green adjacent to Hampshire Court, New Street (F30)
Residential green, Macleod Road (F31)

TRAFALGAR
22.
23.
24.
25.

Redford Avenue Recreation Ground (T2)
Victory Recreation Ground and football field (T5)
Pennybrook Green (T12)
Residential green, Churchill Avenue (T13)
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4. FEEDBACK FROM REGULATION 14 PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION
4.1. All of the owners of the proposed Local Green Spaces were contacted at the Regulation 14
consultation, apart from four, whose details the group were unable to initially find.
4.2. Of those contacted, Horsham District Council raised a query about two of them:


Sports Ground, Cricketfield Road (ref: D13) – HDC suggested that this is an important parcel
of land but the quality of the land management depends on the future viability of the sports
club. In addition, protection of this space is already covered by a policy within the HDPF and
including it within the NP provides another layer of protection which is unnecessary. The
Forum considered that the site should be retained as a Local Green Space because Policy 43
of the HDPF only protects the ‘facility’, but not necessarily in its current position, hence the
space could be lost. It is important for recreational and historic reasons, having been a gift
from a local benefactor for the purposes of the community.



Bennetts Field (ref: F11) - Although no objection in principle, there are buildings on this site
which might be converted to other uses. The Forum considered that the LGS designation
would not hinder the reuse of the buildings, subject to Green Belt criteria (para 145 of the
NPPF).

4.3. West Sussex County Council raised a query about the description of Muggeridge Field in the Local
Green Space Review document and this report has been amended to reflect that. This particular
site had not, in any case, been assessed as suitable for designation as a Local Green Space.
4.4. Four site owners were not initially contacted because the Forum was unable to identify
ownership. Three owners were subsequently identified towards the end of the Regulation 14
consultation period and were immediately contacted by email and telephone:


Denne Road Open Space (ref: D17) – the owner (private owner) was identified and a
conversation and follow-up email took place on 11 May 2020 to explain the meaning of the
designation and to seek input. The owner confirmed that they understood the implications
of the designation but no further response was received. The green space has been retained
in the Submission Version (Regulation 16) of the Plan and it was emphasised to the owner
that a further public consultation would take place and that the owner would be encouraged
to engage in that process.



Green Space at Centre of April Road (ref: D28) – the owner (Ashleigh Residents Association)
was emailed and a follow-up phone call made in May 2020. The owner was concerned about
the inclusion of the space and discussed it with other members of the Association. They came
back to explain that they believe the space is already adequately protected by various
covenants of the Residents Association. For this reason, the space has been removed from
the Submission Version Business Neighbourhood Plan. (A copy of the detailed review form is
retained at the end of Appendix A as a record).



Communal space within Hills Place retirement complex (ref: D32) – emails were sent to try
to identify the owner of the space and a response was received on 21 May to say that the
matter was being looked into. On 4 June 2020, an email supporting the designation proposal
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was received from the agent representing the owner (as below) and a copy is saved in the
Regulation 14 Responses Folder (part of the suite of documents submitted to HDC):
Dear [redacted],
Thank you for your email along with your clarification.
My Clients do not have any further comments or objections to this proposal.
Kind regards,

[redacted]
Chartered Development Surveyor
Asset Management Department

For and on behalf of Estates & Management Ltd
Berkeley House, 304 Regents Park Road, London N3 2JX

4.5. The owner of fourth space - Stranley Walk Green (F1) – has still not been identified (as at 4 June
2020) and there are no records on the Land Registry site. Work to identify the owners has been
hindered by the lockdown resulting from Covid-19, however, the Forum continue to investigate.
All home owners near to the site were contacted at Regulation 14 by newsletter. The site has
been retained.
4.6. Overall, Policy HB11 (Local Green Spaces) received a great deal of feedback at Regulation 14 and
was widely supported. Additional spaces were suggested in the consultation and these were
carefully considered by the group:


Rookwood (including golf course) – this was the most widely mentioned site within the
feedback as it is a much valued green space on the north west side of the neighbourhood
area, adjacent to Warnham Local Nature Reserve and with the rivers running through it. The
site is partially used as a golf course and there is also woodland and grassland. The site
belongs to HDC and is currently included in the draft site allocation proposals for the
emerging Local Plan. There is therefore much anxiety locally about the potential loss of this
site. The Forum reluctantly considered that the site would not meet the stringent criteria for
designation as a Local Green Space, but agreed that this green space forms a vital part of the
local network of green infrastructure. It is therefore felt that the strengthened Policy HB10
will assist in safeguarding particularly the biodiversity function of this green space over the
course of the plan. Additionally, Rookwood Golf Course has been added to the local facilities
map, as it is recognised as one of the most frequently played courses in the south east.



Warnham Local Nature Reserve – This site is already afforded protection as it is designated
as a Local Nature Reserve. The Local Green Space designation is not considered to offer any
additional benefits.
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Green space at Blunts Way – The Forum investigated this space and it was considered to be
a verge rather than a green space and therefore would not meet the Local Green Space
criteria.



Muggeridge Field – Many people wrote in to say that they would like this site to be
considered as a Local Green Space. It was reviewed as part of the Local Green Space process
and was assessed as not meeting the criteria. More detail is provided in the Local Green
Space Review.



YMCA Football pitch, Goring Mead - The football pitch has been recognised as a recreational
facility and that facility is protected by way of HDC Policy 43.

4.7. The Regulation 14 consultation has therefore led to one space – Green space at centre of April
Close (ref: D28) being removed from the Business Neighbourhood Plan.
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5. CONCLUSION
5.1. This report has evaluated a series of sites to determine whether they are suitable for designation
as a Local Green Space. A robust methodology has been used, which has resulted in 25 sites being
identified for inclusion in the Pre-Submission Version Horsham Blueprint Business
Neighbourhood Plan. In each case, the Neighbourhood Forum sought to identify and contact the
landowner as part of the Regulation 14 consultation on the draft Business Neighbourhood Plan.
5.2. The Regulation 14 consultation has led to one of the spaces being removed from the Submission
Version Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan (Green space at centre of April Close,
ref: D28).
5.3. Therefore 24 proposed Local Green Space designations remain, which have been renumbered as
follows:
DENNE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Needles Recreation Ground (D8)
Tanbridge Park amenity area (D11)
Sports Ground, Cricketfield Road (D13)
Remembrance Gardens and Mill Bay (D14)
Denne Road open space (D17)
Communal space within Hills Place retirement complex (D32)
Fenhurst Close Community Garden (D33)

FOREST
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Stanley Walk green (F1)
Green adjacent to Standings Court (F4)
Gardeners Court (F5)
New Street Green (F7)
Ayshe Court Lakes (F8)
Bennetts Field Recreation Ground (F11)
Bens Acre open space (F17)
New Street Gardens (F26)
Green space at Smithbarn (F27)
Residential green at Bennetts Road (F28)
Residential green, Winterton Square, New Street (F29)
Residential green adjacent to Hampshire Court, New Street (F30)
Residential green, Macleod Road (F31)

TRAFALGAR
21.
22.
23.
24.

Redford Avenue Recreation Ground (T2)
Victory Recreation Ground and football field (T5)
Pennybrook Green (T12)
Residential green, Churchill Avenue (T13)
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APPENDIX A – STAGE ONE ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL SITES
Sites shaded in grey are not to proceed to Stage Two.
Sites shaded in green are to proceed to Stage Two.
REF

Name of Green Space

Denne
D1 Horsham Park

Green space
typology
category6

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

Parks and
Gardens

This 90 acre site comprises both green space and recreational opportunities
including playing pitches and other formal space.

No

The Friends of Horsham Park are seeking to designate the site as a Field in Trust with
a Deed of Dedication, which would provide greater protection than LGS. The site is
owned and managed by HDC, and a Memorandum of Understanding has been drawn
up with Denne Neighbourhood Council, whose community uses the park. HDC has
also developed a Management Plan for Horsham Park which sets out future use and
management of the site, including provision for additional recreational uses.
The site is not believed to be under threat of unsuitable development and the
potential designation as a Field in Trust means that the LGS designation would not
offer anything additional. It could be included within the Green Infrastructure Policy
however, as an important green stepping stone within the wider urban area.

6

D2

Collyer's School Playing
Field

None

Criteria 5 – Site is protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

D3

Rookwood Golf Course

None

As a privately run sports and leisure facility, this is not deemed suitable for LGS
protection as it already has a level of development and may be subject to further as

No

Taken from Horsham District Council’s typology of green space
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REF

Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

part of the overall viability of the business. It should, however, be identified as part
of the Green Infrastructure network.
D4

Hills Cemetery

Other

Criteria 5 - This is the largest cemetery in Horsham, planned and laid out in the late
Victorian / early Edwardian era and approached by an attractive tree-lined avenue. A
Garden of Remembrance has been created here in recent years.

No

Not suitable for LGS, but should be retained as part of Green Infrastructure policy.
D5

Hills Farm Allotments

Other

D6

Hills Farm Lane (south)
playing fields

None

D7

Arunside Green

Other

D8

The Needles Recreation
Ground

Amenity
greenspace

D9

Arunside School sports
ground

None

Criteria 5 - The Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on allotments and growing
spaces, therefore it is not felt necessary to allocate this as a Local Green Space.
Criteria 5 - The site is protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

Criteria 4 - This space is used as a walk-through from Groombridge Way to Hills Farm
Lane. Most of the area is inaccessible because of the steep slopes to the River Arun.
It is part of the green link in Hills Farm Lane and is assessed to be a strip of land
where the only public interest is that a public right of way passes across it. It could be
identified within the Green Infrastructure network.
A green space comprising football pitch, playground and recreational facilities. It is
frequently used by the local community as well as by those living in the adjacent
sheltered accommodation and attending the nearby nursery school. It’s also used
for local community events.
The site is not currently protected by any designations.
It provides a valuable local sports and recreation resource for the local community,
and would potentially benefit from designation as a Local Green Space.
The site is felt to be suitable for further assessment as a LGS.

No

Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

No

Yes
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REF

Name of Green Space

D10 St John's Catholic
Primary School sports
ground
D11 Tanbridge Park amenity
area

Green space
typology
category6
None

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

None

This site represents the historic entrance, laid to grass and trees, to Tanbridge Park,
which used to be a school. It was deliberately left when the adjacent houses were
built to provide a tranquil entrance to the estate. This space is used by residents of
the apartments in Tanbridge Park House as well as by dog walkers and residents
accessing to town centre.

Yes

D12 Tanbridge Park Green

None

D13 Sports Ground,
Cricketfield Road

None

The site is felt to be suitable for further assessment as a LGS.
A green area located near to and largely accessed from the riverside walk. The space
itself is felt to be an important part of the green infrastructure network, to be
included within a policy safeguarding the Riverside Walk.
This is a not-for-profit sports club situated in Cricketfield Road with four constituent
sports sections (Cricket, Hockey, Squash and Tennis) plus a thriving social section. It
is classed as one of the most beautiful cricket grounds in the country, with
outstanding views including across The Causeway and Denne Hill.

No

Yes

As a thriving sports club, there is a concern that applying a Local Green Space
designation could restrict future expansion of leisure facilities at the site, however,
Para 145 of the NPPF states that “the provision of appropriate facilities (in
connection with the existing use of land or a change of use) for outdoor sport,
outdoor recreation, cemeteries and burial grounds and allotments; as long as the
facilities preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the
purposes of including land within it” would be deemed appropriate.

D14 Remembrance Garden
and Mill Bay

Amenity
green space

Given the beauty of the site, it is felt to be suitable for further assessment as a LGS.
Adjacent to the Riverside Walk and the Parish Church, the Remembrance Garden is a
tranquil area which commemorates WWI, and connects to the open are of Mill Bay.
The space has recently been upgraded and provides a tranquil area for local people

Yes
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Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

and is extremely well-used particularly at lunchtime, in the evenings and at weekend.
The adjacent footpath provides a popular link between Denne Road, St Mary’s
Church Sainsbury’s and Worthing Road.

D15 Denne Road Cemetery

Other

D16 Barrack Field

Other

D17 Denne Road open space

Other

D18 Worthing Road open
space

Other

D19 Middleton Road open
space

Other

D20 Warnham Local Nature
Reserve

Local Nature
Reserve

The site is felt to be suitable for further assessment as a LGS.
Criteria 5 - This is designated as a Site of Nature Conservation Interest. Not suitable
for LGS, but should be retained as part of the Green Infrastructure network.
Criteria 4 - This green space provides a link between the town centre and Denne Hill
and is adjacent to the riverside walk. It is not felt to be a space worthy of Local Green
Space designation in its own right, but should be included as part of the green
infrastructure network.
This green space is located within the Conservation Area and is surrounded by
housing. An ancient footpath, from twitten to Denne Road, crosses the space. It
provides an important outdoor space for local residents in an otherwise urban area
and as such should be considered for Local Green Space designation.
This space, next to the public library, houses a children’s playground. Whilst the
space is well-used, the facility is protected by Policy 43 of the Horsham District
Planning Framework. It is considered, therefore, that Local Green Space designation
is not appropriate.
This green space is adjacent to the riverside walk. It is not felt to be a space worthy
of Local Green Space designation in its own right, but should be included as part of
the green infrastructure network.
This is a 38.4 hectare Local Nature Reserve, owned and managed by Horsham District
Council. The principal feature of the site is the 7-hectare Warnham Millpond,
together with its islands and marginal vegetation. The site was bought by Horsham
District Council in the 1980s. The millpond dates from the 15th century when
Boldings Brook was dammed to produce water power for the iron furnace and
hammer. Later in the 17th century it was converted to a flour mill and remained in
use until the 1930s. The poet Shelley grew up at Field Place on the Warnham estate

No
No

Yes

No

No

No
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Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

and knew the mill pond well and it is said he learnt to sail on the pond and had a
favourite picnic spot under a sweet chestnut tree nearby.
Criteria 5 – The site is protected as a Local Nature Reserve and is therefore felt that
the LGS designation would not add any additional protections. The site should be
included as part of the green infrastructure network.

D21 Open area between
Hills Farm Lane and
Guildford Road

None

Criteria 3 and 4 - An area of green space on the corner of the two roads. A public
footpath runs across the site, and it is within the setting of the Riverside Walk. Whilst
it is not felt to be appropriate to designate as a Local Green Space, it is part of the
wider green infrastructure network.

No

D22 Small area of land in
front of Wells Close

None

Criteria 3 and 4 – Whilst the land provides an attractive setting within the estate, it is
not felt to meet the criteria required to pass to Stage Two. It should be identified as
part of the wider network of green infrastructure.

No

D23 Land adjacent to west
Hills Farm Lane and
Riverside Walk

None

Criteria 4 – The area in question is part of the wider setting of the Riverside Walk. It
is felt to be more appropriate to include it within the defined network of green
infrastructure as opposed to as a Local Green Space in itself.

No

D24 Hills Farm Lane grass
verge

None

Criteria 3 – The wide verges in this part of the Neighbourhood Forum Area are felt to
be both visually characteristic of the area and provide important stepping stones for
wildlife. It should be identified as part of the wider network of green infrastructure.

No
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Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6
None

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

Criteria 4 - Whilst the land provides an attractive setting within the estate, it is not
felt to meet the criteria required to pass to Stage Two. It should be identified as part
of the wider network of green infrastructure.

No

D26 Corner of Guildford
Road by school
entrance

None

Criteria 4 – A grassy site with footpath running through it. Whilst the land provides
an attractive setting within the wider urban area, it is not felt to meet the criteria
required to pass to Stage Two. It should be identified as part of the wider network of
green infrastructure.

No

D27 Cluster - Central
reservation, Old
Millmeads and corners
of all junctions off Old
Millmeads
D28 Green space at centre
of April Close

None

Criteria 3 and 4 – Whilst the land provides an attractive setting within the estate, it is
not felt to meet the criteria required to pass to Stage Two. It should be identified as
part of the wider network of green infrastructure.

No

None

This is an area of green space situated in the centre of housing (largely maisonettes),
with parking alongside. The grassy space is regularly mowed and has a few mature
trees planted. It is accessed by those living locally, particularly children, and provides
an open space for recreation.

Yes

D25 Corner between
Ridgehurst Drive and
Hills Farm Lane

The site was proposed in the Pre-Submission Regulation 14 version of the
Neighbourhood Plan. It is owned by the Ashleigh Residents Association, who
responded to say that they did not support the designation as they believe the space
is adequately protected by existing covenants. The space has therefore been
removed from the plan as a LGS designation.
D29 Ashleigh Road green
verge

None

Criteria 3 – The wide grassy verge in this part of the Neighbourhood Forum Area are
felt to be both visually characteristic of the area and provide important stepping

No

24

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Spaces Review
REF

Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

stones for wildlife. It should be identified as part of the wider network of green
infrastructure.
D30 Green space by St
Christopher’s Close off
Richmond Road

None

Criteria 3 – The wide grassy verge in this part of the Neighbourhood Forum Area are
felt to be both visually characteristic of the area and provide important stepping
stones for wildlife. It should be identified as part of the wider network of green
infrastructure.

No

D31 Green verge on the

None

Criteria 3 – The wide grassy verge in this part of the Neighbourhood Forum Area are
felt to be both visually characteristic of the area and provide important stepping
stones for wildlife. It should be identified as part of the wider network of green
infrastructure.

No

None

Hills Place is a retirement complex owned and managed by Peveral Retirement. The
retirement cottages and apartments are arranged around an attractive landscaped
garden courtyard. The space is well-used by residents and the garden is felt to be
suitable for further consideration as a Local Green Space.

Yes

Amenity
green space

This former playground is now an enclosed open space, with seating. Located
between houses, it provides an important and well-used recreational space and
tranquil spot for the local community.

Yes

Other

One of a series of small spaces in a high density residential area, used for social and
leisure activities. It is also felt to be an essential green space and corrido, preserving
the original twitten structure of the area. The space should proceed to Stage Two.

Yes

south side of
Guildford Road
roughly between Hills
Farm Lane and The
Crescent
D32 Communal garden
within Hills Place
retirement complex

D33 Fenhurst Close
Community Garden

F1

Forest
Stanley Walk Green
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Name of Green Space

F2

Chesworth Farm

Green space
typology
category6
Other

F3

YMCA Football ground

None

F4

Green adjacent to
Standings Court

Amenity
green space

F5

Gardeners Court

F6

Chesworth Allotments

Amenity
green space
Other

F7

New Street Green

Parks and
gardens

F8

Ayshe Court Lakes

Amenity
green space

F9

Clarence Road
Allotments
Oaklands Close open
space

Other

F10

Other

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

Criteria This is a 90-acre site owned by HDC and managed benefit of its wildlife, its
heritage and the beauty of its natural and agricultural landscape. It has numerous
footpaths around the site, incorporating grassland, the River Arun, wet meadow,
ancient hedgerows, and access to the greater countryside. It also has significant
historic value. The site is noted as having significant protected species within it. The
site is valued by the community and should proceed to Stage Two.
The site is used as a football ground and is therefore afforded a level of protection by
Policy 43 of the HDP. The site provides an important wildlife corridor adjacent to the
back of Chesworth Farm and whilst not felt suitable as a Local Green Space, it is
identified as part of the green infrastructure network in the neighbourhood plan.
This green space has recently been enclosed and planting/trees and benches have
been installed. It is used by local residents and nearby churches/nurseries. There is
a footpath running through the middle of the site. The site should proceed to Stage
Two.
This green space is located in the centre of a development of flats, and was intended
to provide access for residents to local green space. It should proceed to Stage Two.
Criteria 5 - The Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on allotments and growing
spaces, therefore it is not felt necessary to allocate this as a Local Green Space.
Located among high density Victorian housing, this garden was designated as a
community garden in 2016 and is used extensively by local residents, providing a
social and tranquil oasis. https://www.wscountytimes.co.uk/news/village-green-forhorsham-town-centre-1-7233937
This is an historic waterway, linking from Kingslea Pond and down to the River Arun.
It has several footpaths linking to residential areas to schools and Harwood Road to
Depot Road. Not only is it a tranquil spot for residents, it’s also a haven for wildlife.
Criteria 5 - The Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on allotments and growing
spaces, therefore it is not felt necessary to allocate this as a Local Green Space.
Criteria 4 - Adjacent to the Riverside Walk, this space represents a natural boundary
to the edge of the town. In itself, it is not felt to warrant Local Green Space

Yes

No

Yes

Yes
No
Yes

Yes

No
No
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Green space
typology
category6

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

F11

Bennetts Field
Recreation Ground

Amenity
green space

F12

Depot Road Allotments

Other

F13

Millais School playing
field
Forest School Playing
Field
Domesday Green

None

designation, however it is identified as part of the Riverside Walk green
infrastructure.
This open space, with views across Horsham, features a modern play area and ball
court. Dogs are welcome, there is a car park, and good wheelchair access. It is well
maintained by Horsham District Council and well used and valued by local residents.
Criteria 5 - The Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on allotments and growing
spaces, therefore it is not felt necessary to allocate this as a Local Green Space.
Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

None

Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

None

Criteria 4 - An area of green space lying adjacent to the Riverside Walk, maintained
by HDC, laid to grass with some mature trees. Whilst an important space set off
from the Riverside Walk, in itself it is not felt to warrant Local Green Space
designation, rather it is included as an important part of the Area’s green
infrastructure network.

No

F16

Heron Way School
playing field

None

Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

F17

Bens Acre open space

Amenity
green space

Yes

F18

Horsham RFC

None

The space is adjacent to the riverside walk and is used extensively by local residents
for walking and leisure and also to access St. Leonards Forest. Adjacent to residential
areas.
Criteria 5 - It’s used as a rugby ground and is therefore afforded a level of protection
by Policy 43 of the HDPF. The site is identified as part of the green infrastructure
network in the neighbourhood plan

F14
F15

Yes

No
No

No
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Name of Green Space

F19

Kingslea Pond and
green, Harwood Road

F20

Bennett's Road
allotments
Grebe Crescent open
space

Other

Hampers Lane open
space
Smithbarn open space

Other

F24

Muggeridge Field open
space

Other

F25

Land adjacent to
Muggeridge Field

Other

F21

F22
F23

Green space
typology
category6
Other

Other

Green
corridor

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

Criteria 5 – The space is already registered as a Town Green. A pond located within
the urban area of Horsham, frequently used by local residents and the local primary
school.
Criteria 5 - The Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on allotments and growing
spaces, therefore it is not felt necessary to allocate this as a Local Green Space.
Criteria 4 - An area of green space lying adjacent to the Riverside Walk, maintained
by HDC, laid to grass with some mature trees. Whilst an important space set off
from the Riverside Walk, in itself it is not felt to warrant Local Green Space
designation, rather it is included as an important part of the Area’s green
infrastructure network.

No

Criteria 1 - The space is included in the SHELAA for 6 houses, therefore would not be
appropriate to designate as a Local Green Space.
Criteria 4 - This provides an important green lung/corridor in an otherwise residential
area. The pavement goes through the middle of the space and is one of the main
routes through Smithbarn. Whilst it is not felt to be suitable for designation as a
Local Green Space, it is included as an important part of the Area’s green
infrastructure network.
Criteria 4 – This is a field located off Athelstan Way owned by West Sussex County
Council who have confirmed that it is bound by stock proof fencing and private land
signs. In accordance with the West Sussex PROW mapping system, iMaps, neither
permissive paths nor formal public rights of way are located within the site.
Whilst it is not felt to be suitable for Local Green Space designation, it is included as
an important part of the Area’s green infrastructure network.

No

Criteria 4 - This triangular piece of land is adjacent to the bridleway and Chesworth
allotments. It is walked over by local residents to get to Chesworth Farm. Whilst it is
not felt to be suitable for Local Green Space designation, it is included as an
important part of the Area’s green infrastructure network.

No

No
No

No

No

28

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Spaces Review
REF

Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6
Amenity
green space

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

F26

New Street Gardens

A community garden owned and maintained by HDC. It is located half way up New
Street. The Gardens incorporate community areas, seating, lawn and flower borders.
An active Friends Group help to maintain the area.

Yes

F27

Green space at
Smithbarn

Other

The green space comprises a long line of oak trees (oak tree in photo is last one) that
were originally one of the field boundaries on Millais Farm.

Yes

F28

Residential green at
Bennetts Road

Amenity
green space

Yes

F29

Residential green,
Winterton Square, New
Street

Amenity
green space

F30

Residential green
adjacent to Hampshire
Court, New Street
Residential green,
Macleod Road

Amenity
green space

The space is located in an urban part of Horsham surrounding by housing. Owned by
WSCC, it is well-maintained and laid mainly to grass. It was included in the original
designs for housing in this part of Horsham, as an open green space accessible to
residents.
This valued green was originally part of the Winterton Court residential areas.
Following recent redevelopment, the green and established trees have been
preserved for use as a valued green space. It has several benches and provides a
tranquil place to sit. The Green is now owned and maintained by Saxon Weald
A small green area with a mature tree and some planting. It was originally part of
the David Bryce sheltered housing/day centre complex. Surrounded by three
apartment blocks, it is now owned and maintained by Saxon Weald.
This valued green space is located in an urban part of Horsham, included in the
original designs for the housing in this part of Horsham, as an open green space
accessible to residents.

Criteria 5 – These are already protected as a Town Green, therefore designating as a
Local Green Space will add no additional protection.

No

F31

Trafalgar
T1
Caterways Green and
Cootes Green

Amenity
green space

Amenity
green space

Yes

Yes

Yes

The site is however an important part of the Green Infrastructure network, as a
haven and a stepping stone for wildlife.
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Name of Green Space

T2

Redford Avenue
Recreation Ground
Greenway School
Playing Field

T3

Green space
typology
category6
Amenity
green space
None

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

The site incorporates a football ground and is located adjacent to the urban area. It is
frequently used by local residents.
Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

Yes

Criteria 5 - The Neighbourhood Plan includes a policy on allotments and growing
spaces, therefore it is not felt necessary to allocate this as a Local Green Space.
An area offering lots of play value, next to a large recreation ground with garden
seating area. The site is managed by HDC and has one full-sized grass football pitch,
two mini soccer pitches and one cricket pitch. It has disabled access and is well used
by the local community.

No

Criteria 5 – The space is already registered as a Town Green.

No

Criteria 3 – The space forms an important part of the Riverside Walk setting.
However it is predominantly used for access as opposed to be being a site value in
itself, therefore should be included as part of the green infrastructure network.
Criteria 3 – The space forms an important part of the Riverside Walk setting.
However it is predominantly used for access as opposed to be being a site value in
itself, therefore should be included as part of the green infrastructure network.

No

T4

Shelley Allotments

Other

T5

Victory Recreation
Ground and football
field

Amenity
green space

T6

Dog and Bacon Green

Amenity
green space

T7

Redford Avenue Copse

T8

Wildwood

No

Yes

No
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Name of Green Space

Green space
typology
category6

T9

Trafalgar School Playing
Field

T10

Irwin Drive open space

None

T11

Irwin Drive riverside

None

T12

Pennybrook Green

None

T13

Residential Green,
Churchill Avenue

None

Commentary

PROCEED TO
STAGE TWO?

Criteria 5 - Protected by NPPF (para.72).

No

Criteria 3 – The site is located at the end of a cul de sac and forms an important part
of the Riverside Walk setting. However it is predominantly used for access as
opposed to be being a site value in itself, therefore should be included as part of the
green infrastructure network.
Criteria 3 – The site is located at the end of a cul de sac and forms an important part
of the Riverside Walk setting. However it is predominantly used for access as
opposed to be being a site value in itself, therefore should be included as part of the
green infrastructure network.
This is an area of green space located along the Guildford Road and surrounded by
housing. It is maintained (mowed) grass with some mature trees and a wildflower
meadow, planted by the local community.
Local green space designed as part of the original housing estate and providing a
much valued green area for local people to enjoy.

No

No

Yes

Yes
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APPENDIX B – SHORTLISTED LOCAL GREEN SPACES
The shortlisted sites to be included in the Submission Version Business Neighbourhood Plan are as
followed. A completed proforma for Green space at centre of April Close (D28) is included at the
end, as a record, but is not proposed for designation.
DENNE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The Needles Recreation Ground (D8)
Tanbridge Park amenity area (D11)
Sports Ground, Cricketfield Road (D13)
Remembrance Gardens and Mill Bay (D14)
Denne Road open space (D17)
Communal space within Hills Place retirement complex (D32)
Fenhurst Close Community Garden (D33)

FOREST
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Stanley Walk green (F1)
Green adjacent to Standings Court (F4)
Gardeners Court (F5)
New Street Green (F7)
Ayshe Court Lakes (F8)
Bennetts Field Recreation Ground (F11)
Bens Acre open space (F17)
New Street Gardens (F26)
Green space at Smithbarn (F27)
Residential green at Bennetts Road (F28)
Residential green, Winterton Square, New Street (F29)
Residential green adjacent to Hampshire Court, New Street (F30)
Residential green, Macleod Road (F31)

TRAFALGAR
21.
22.
23.
24.

Redford Avenue Recreation Ground (T2)
Victory Recreation Ground and football field (T5)
Pennybrook Green (T12)
Residential green, Churchill Avenue (T13)

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
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DENNE
Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

1. The Needles
Recreation
Ground

A popular recreation ground located adjacent to housing, sheltered
accommodation and a nursery school. The site is owned and maintained
by Horsham District Council and has football pitches, a playground and
recreational facilities. The site is felt to be important geographically, as it
serves the local community, hence the desire to safeguard the site where
it currently is. Designating as a Local Green Space would not restrict any
sporting-related development at the site, in line with para 145 of the
NPPF.

Hills Farm Lane j/w
Blackbridge Lane
REF: D8
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Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No
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Close to the
community

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area,
surrounded by
housing. Adjacent to
the Riverside Walk,
a nursery and
sheltered
accommodation.

Recreational value – the site
provides a popular social area
and is used for local community
events, for instance Family Fun
Evenings.

Yes
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Name and
address
2. Tanbridge
Park
amenity
area
In front of
Tanbridge Place
Ref: D11

Description/purpose/ quality
Owned and managed by HDC, the site is located at the historic entrance to
Tanbridge Park, which was first a family home (originally dating to 1627 and
later rebuilt in the 1800s) and later a girls’ school. The house was redeveloped
into luxury apartments and the site surrounding it became the Tanbridge Park
estates, when it was developed by both Persimmon homes and Taywood in the
mid to late 1990s.
The green space was deliberately left to grass at this time, to provide a tranquil
entrance to the estate.
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Any statutory
designations

Site allocations

Planning
permissions

No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

No
Demonstrably special to the local community

No
Local in
Character

Located within
the urban area.

Historic: The original entrance to the historic Tanbridge Park
Estate.
Recreational: It provides a green space for the apartments in
Tanbridge Park House and surrounding estate. The space is
well-used by dog walkers and residents as access to town
centre.

Yes
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Tranquil: The site is laid to grass with a series of mature trees.
It was intended to provide a tranquil space when the 1995
development of the estate began,
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

3. Sports Ground,
Cricketfield Road

Horsham cricket club is one of the oldest cricket clubs in the world and has
been based at the Cricketfield Road site since 1851 (having played on
other sites in Horsham from 1771). This picturesque ground is one of the
most beautiful in the country and is the only ground to host both the MCC
Spirit of Cricket U13 Regional Finals and the Portman Cup U15 Regional
Finals. The two ends are called the Town End and the Railway End.
The Club has two cricket pitches: the Main Square and the John Dew
ground. In addition, the site also houses four tennis courts, three squash
courts and hockey facilities.

Ref: D13

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

.

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area, just a
five minute walk
from Horsham town
centre.

Beauty: The sports ground has
views of Denne Hill and is noted
as one of the most picturesque
cricket club locations in the
country, despite being so closely
located to the urban town
centre.

Yes
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Historic: The site has been used
for sports and recreation since
1851.
Recreation: The site is used
frequently by locals and visiting
teams.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

4. Remembrance
The Garden of Remembrance and the Mill Bay represent a peaceful space
Gardens and Mill close to St Mary’s Church and adjacent to the Riverside Walk in Horsham
Bay
town centre. Owned and managed by HDC, it is a historic and tranquil area
that has been an important public green space in the centre of Horsham
Adjacent to
for nearly 100 years.
Riverside Walk
The sites have a long history as recreational open spaces in Horsham,
dating back nearly 100 years when Horsham’s first female councillor Nellie
Vest Laughton created the Garden of Remembrance in memory of her
husband and to commemorate the First World War, enabling it to become
Ref: D14
Horsham’s first ever park.
In 2018 the gardens were restored and upgraded to ensure a quality that
meets the expectations for a heritage site such as this so close to the
centre of Horsham’s historic centre. The restoration was funded by
developer contributions and enabled new signage, benches, lights and
litter bins, repairs to railings and fencing and refreshing of shrub planting
and trees and bulbs.
The refurbishment project was managed by Horsham District Council,
working in close collaboration with the Horsham Society and Denne
Neighbourhood Council.
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Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area, adjacent
to the Riverside
Walk. Also adjacent
to the Parish Church
and the well-used
path between St.

Historic: The sites have been
important green spaces within
the local community for over
100 years.
Recreation: They are extremely
well used by locals, including
local schools, particularly at

Yes
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Mary's Church and
Mill Bay Lane and
Sainsburys.

lunchtime, in the evenings and
at weekends.
Wildlife: Essential wildlife
corridor.
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Name and address
5. Denne Road
open space
Junction of Denne
Road and Hadmans
Close
Ref: D17

Description/purpose/ quality
A small area of green space in the Conservation Area, otherwise
surrounded by housing. It is laid to lawn with a number of mature trees,
protected by Preservation Orders, The area includes a public unofficial
footway between Denne Road and the ancient twitten, Morth Gardens,
which leads into the Causeway and town centre. This is greatly used by the
public and children on their way to various schools. It is also greatly valued
by locals as a tranquil green space in an otherwise urban area. The site is
privately owned, and well-maintained.

45

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Spaces Review

Any statutory
designations
No

NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Located within the
urban area.

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No. The site has been subject to at least
three planning applications, but these
have been denied, largely because the
principle tree on the site is a Cherry,
which is of considerable amenity value.

Demonstrably special to the
local community
Historic: Within the
Conservation Area and home to
part of the ancient twitten
network, which contributes to
the character of Horsham.
Recreation: The area provides
valued access to green space for
the local community, in an
otherwise urban area.

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land
Yes
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

6. Communal
garden with Hills
Place

This is a communal garden provided for residents of the retirement home
at Hills Place. The site was originally part of the Hills Estate, which
comprised a Jacobean house with extensive grounds, owned Lord Irwin
and his wife Frances. In the late 1700s, they commissioned Capability
Brown to design the gardens for Manor. The land, however, was later
bought by the Duke of Norfolk, who removed the manor and returned the
land to agriculture. The current retirement home is built in the Georgian
style on part of this former site.
The communal garden is privately owned and well-maintained to a high
standard with mature planting. It comprises benches for sitting and variety
of flowering plants and shrubs. It is a valued tranquil spot for residents
and their guests and also a hub for communal activities including the
Summer Garden Party.

Ref: D32

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area, adjacent

Recreation: The site provides a
space for those living in the

Yes.
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to the Riverside
Walk.

complex and their families to
take part in communal events,
including the Summer Garden
Party.
Tranquil: The gardens provide a
place for residents and their
families to relax among the well
cared for landscape setting.
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Name and address
7. Fenhurst Close
Community
Garden
Ref: D33

Description/purpose/ quality
This former children’s playground is now laid to grass with some planting
and a pathway around the edge and enclosed from the road by a low wall.
The entrance to the green space is via a wooden archway, and the space
itself has seating available. It’s maintained by HDC; there is planting
around the brick wall perimeter. The space is well-located in a visible
position, making it safe for children, who use the central hard surface to
ride their tricycles and small bikes on. There are also some ‘leapfrog
mushrooms’ for the children to play on. The space is also used by local
teenagers as a space to play and meet with friends.
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Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Located within the
urban area.

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community
Recreation: The site has been
re-landscaped since the
children’s playground was
removed. It is used a place for
locals to sit and meet,
particularly teens.
Tranquil: The sites offers a
communal green space within
an otherwise urban area.

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land
Yes
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FOREST
Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

8. Stanley Walk
Green

One of a series of small spaces in a high density residential area that is
used for social and leisure activities. It provides a landscape green space
which is an essential part of the green infrastructure network. The site
preserves the original ‘twitten’ structure of the area.

Ref: F1

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Located within the
urban area.

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
Local in Character/not extensive tract
local community
of land
Historic: The site forms part of
Yes.
the ancient twitten network
that is characteristic of
Horsham.
Recreation: The space is used by
locals – particularly children –
for communal play in a safe area
close to their homes.

51

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Spaces Review

52

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Spaces Review

Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

9. Green adjacent
to Standings
Court

This is a green space surrounded by housing and apartments, separated
from the road and surrounding paths by a low fence to maintain its
tranquillity. There is a large mature tree to the centre and a bench. The
space is maintained by Saxon Weald and is well-used by local residents as
a tranquil place to sit.

New Street
Ref: F4

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area.

Recreation/ Tranquil: From 1968 Yes
until 2007, the green was used
by residences of sheltered
housing and the David Bryce
Day Centre. It has continued to
provide a tranquil place to sit
and is a haven in a densely
populated area.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

10. Gardeners Court

This valued green space is located in an urban part of Horsham,
surrounded by housing. Owned by Saxon Weald, it is well-maintained, laid
largely to grass with a number of mature trees and shrubs. It was included
in the original designs for the housing in this part of Horsham, as an open
green space accessible to residents.

New Street
Ref: F5

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area

Recreation: The space is
frequently used by local
residents and provides valued
access to green space within an
otherwise urban area.

Yes.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

11. New Street
Green

This area was designated as a community garden in 2016 through the
combined efforts of HDC, Horsham in Bloom, Forest Neighbourhood
Council and a number of local partner organisations. It is owned and partly
maintained by HDC. Referred to locally as a ‘village green’, the Green is
located between the rear of the Brighton Road Baptist Church and the
Rehoboth Church at the southern end of New Street. The Green
incorporates a community orchard and seating areas. Funding has also
been made available for a community tool chest and a noticeboard and a
team of volunteers help to develop and maintain the area. The green is
owned and maintained by HDC.

Ref: F7

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area.

Recreation: The green space is
frequented by local residents,

Yes.
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churchgoers and children
seeking a safe place to play, in
an otherwise urban area. There
is a footpath running through
the site linking it to adjacent
housing.
Wildlife: The garden is wellplanted and therefore provides
a habitat for a range of flora and
fauna.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

12. Ayshe Court
Lakes

The two lakes form part of the historic waterway link from Kingslea Pond
and down to the River Arun. Ownership of the land is unknown, but the
lakes themselves and surrounds have been maintained by a group of local
volunteers for over 25 years. The site has several footpaths linking to
residential areas and schools and Harwood Road to Depot Road. It
provides a haven for wildlife and is often frequented by local school
children exploring the flora and fanua.

Depot Road
Ref: F8

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area, the site
can be accessed

Historic: The site is part of the
historic waterway in the area.
They were originally part of

Yes.
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from Harwood Road,
Stirling Way and
Ayshe Court Drive.

Ayshe Court, an impressive
Edwardian house with a
pathway entrance fronting
Depot Road, Horsham, before
the estate was developed for
housing.
Tranquil: The space provides a
tranquil spot for the local
community in an otherwise
urban area. It is crisscrossed by
footpaths.
Wildlife: The lakes and their
surrounds, planted with mature
trees, provide an important
habitat for flora and fauna
including ducks, moorhens,
kingfishers.
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Name and address
13. Bennetts Field
Recreation
Ground
New Street

Description/purpose/ quality
The recreation ground is owned by HDC and comprises an open space with
views of Horsham, featuring a modern play area and ball court. The site
has a carpark and is accessible by wheelchair users. It also welcomes dogs
and is therefore a useful spot for dog walkers. The site is well maintained
and much used by local residents. It also houses one of the local Horsham
Scout groups.

Ref: F11

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Yes, located in the
urban area,
surrounded by
housing. Attractive
recreational area
with trees
supporting the
suburban street
scene.

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No
Demonstrably special to the
local community

No
Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Recreation: The site comprises
football pitches, a children's
playground, a youth shelter, a
ball court, and a circular
tarmacked walk. There is a
large, open grassed area for
social and recreational use. For
instance, it is often used to host
Community Fun days.

Yes.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

14. Bens Acre open
space

This green space is located adjacent to the riverside walk, providing access
to open space along the route. Owned and maintained by HDC, the space
is popular among walkers and is frequented by the houses opposite. It is
recorded as an amenity green space by HDC.

Ref: F17

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located between
the edge the urban
area and the
Riverside Walk.

Recreation: Used by residents
and visitors using the Riverside
Walk and accessing St. Leonards
Forest.
Wildlife: Noted as a space
containing wet woodland, which

Yes.
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Name and address
15. New Street
Gardens
New Street

is a particularly rare woodland
type as the wet conditions allow
growth of rare ferns, mosses
and lichens. Such habitat is
often subject to invasion from
non-natives such as American
Skunk Cabbage, Himalayan
Balsam and Giant Hogweed
which take over, eliminating
native species, and needing
intensive control work, hence
the need to safeguard this site.
Description/purpose/ quality
This area was designated as a community garden through the combined
efforts of HDC, Horsham in Bloom, Ciba Geigy and Forest Neighbourhood
Council. It is owned and maintained by HDC. It is located half way up New
Street. The Gardens incorporate community areas, seating, lawn and
flower borders. An active Friends Group help to maintain the area.

Ref: F26

Any statutory
designations
No

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No
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NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Located within the
urban area.

Demonstrably special to the local
community

Local in Character/not
extensive tract of land

Recreation: The space is the result of a
partnership between HDC and local
groups. It is well-used by local people
seeking a space to sit, read, garden, for
youngsters to play football or run
around, to hold children’s birthday and
Christmas parties and a community
meeting area. It provides a valued
access to green space within the
adjacent Victorian dwellings.
Wildlife: The garden is well-planted and
therefore provides a habitat for a range
of flora and fauna.

Yes
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Name and
address
16. Green space
at Smithbarn
(crossroads
junction)
Ref: F27

Description/purpose/ quality
The green space comprises a long line of oak trees (oak tree in photo is last
one) that were originally one of the field boundaries on Millais Farm. The
community feel that it is really important to safeguard due to its historic
contribution to the character of the area; the historic importance of the trees
and wide grass verges and the open spaces further along Smithbarn. It is more
than a green lung and is maintained by HDC.

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the local
community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within
the urban area.

Historic: the historic importance of
the trees and wide grass verges and
the open spaces further along
Smithbarn contribute to the

Yes
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character of the area and are wellloved by local residents.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

17. Residential
green, Bennetts
Road

This valued green space is located in an urban part of Horsham
surrounding by housing. Owned by WSCC, it is well-maintained and laid
mainly to grass. It was included in the original designs for housing in this
part of Horsham, as an open green space accessible to residents.

Ref: F28

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Located within the
urban area.

Recreation: This green is well
used by local residents for
recreational use and provides
access to green space within an
otherwise urban area.

Yes
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Name and
address
18. Residential
green,
Winterton
Square,
New
Street

Description/purpose/ quality
This valued green was originally part of the Winterton Court residential areas.
Following recent redevelopment, the green and established trees have been
preserved for use as a valued green space. It has several benches and provides
a tranquil place to sit. The Green is now owned and maintained by Saxon Weald.

Ref: F29

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF
CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Located within
the urban
area.

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the local
community

Local in Character/not extensive tract of
land

Recreation: This green is well used
by local residents for recreational
use and provides access to green
space within an otherwise urban
area.

Yes

66

Horsham Blueprint Business Neighbourhood Plan
Local Green Spaces Review

Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

19. Residential green,
adjacent to Hampshire
Court, New Street

This small green area with a mature tree and some planting. It
was originally part of the David Bryce sheltered housing/day
centre complex. Surrounded by three apartment blocks, it is now
owned and maintained by Saxon Weald.

Ref: F30
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Any statutory designations

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the community
Located within the urban
area.

No
Demonstrably special to the
local community
Wildlife: Provides a green
area and wildlife habitat

No
Local in Character/not extensive
tract of land
Yes
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Name and address
20. Residential
green, Macleod
Road

Description/purpose/ quality
This valued green space is located in an urban part of Horsham,
surrounded by housing. Owned by WSCC, it is well-maintained and laid to
grass. It was included in the original designs for the housing in this part of
Horsham, as an open green space accessible to residents.

Ref: F31

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community
Located within the
urban area.

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No
Demonstrably special to the
local community

No
Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Recreation: This green is well
used by local residents for
recreational use.

Yes
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TRAFALGAR
Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

21. Redford Avenue
Recreation
Ground

This is a recreation ground owned and maintained by HDC. It is very well
used by the local community, and houses junior grass football pitches. It
has disabled access.

63, Redford Avenue,
Horsham, RH12
2HW
Ref: T2

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

Close to residential
area.

Recreation: The recreation
ground is located to the edge of
an urban part of Horsham and is
regularly used by local residents
for leisure and recreational
purposes.

Yes.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

22. Victory Road
Recreation
Ground

This is a large recreational area, comprising two grounds connected by a
footpath, offering lots of play opportunities, with garden seating area.
Dogs are welcome and the site has good wheelchair access. The site is
managed by HDC and has a well-equipped children’s play area and a range
of sporting facilities including one full-sized grass football pitch.

Ref: T5

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

The space is
surrounded by
housing and is close
to two schools.

Recreation: It is very well-used
by the local community for
recreation and leisure purposes.

Yes.
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

23. Pennybrook
Green

This is an area of green space located along the Guildford Road and
surrounded by housing. It is maintained (mowed) grass with some mature
trees and a wildflower meadow, planted by the local community.

Guildford Road
Ref: T12

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land
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The space is
surrounded by
housing.

Recreation: It is very well-used
by the local community for
recreation and leisure purposes.
Wildlife: The site has a
wildflower garden, which
attracts insects.

Yes
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Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

24. Residential
green, Churchill
Avenue

This valued green space is located in an urban part of Horsham,
surrounded by housing. This is a well-maintained and laid to grass with a
number of trees around the outside. It was included in the original designs
for the housing in this part of Horsham, as an open green space accessible
to residents.

Ref: T13

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land

The space is
surrounded by
housing.

Recreation: It is very well-used
by the local community for
recreation and leisure purposes.

Yes
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Green Space Removed from the Submission Version Horsham Blueprint Business
Neighbourhood Plan
Name and address

Description/purpose/ quality

Green space at
centre of April Close

This green space is located in the centre of the April Close residential area,
which consists of smaller detached houses and maisonettes. The grassy
space is well-maintained and comprises a number of mature trees. It is a
well-used space for local residents immediately adjacent to the site.

Ref: D28

Any statutory
designations
No
NPPF CRITERIA
Close to the
community

Site allocations

Planning permissions

No

No

Demonstrably special to the
local community

Local in Character/not extensive tract
of land
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Located within the
urban area,
surrounded by
housing.

Recreation: The site is a valued
space for those living locally to
access green space.

Yes.
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